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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


BNP in crisis 

The British National Party’s “respectable” mask was 
well and truly lifted last month when the BBC 
broadcast The Secret Agent, a documentary centred on 
the fascist organisation’s Bradford branch. On screen, 
BNP members were caught admitting carrying out 
vicious racial attacks and harassment. 

The programme received so much publicity before 
it was aired, the evidence in it was so compelling 
and the viewing audience so large that it begs the 
question how much damage would it have done to the 
BNP if it had been broadcast before the June elections? 
The programme was ready in May but the BBC top 
brass decided it had to be committed to political 
“neutrality” so chose not to show it until after the 
elections. 

If this were a programme about a democratic political 
party then that argument would hold water. But the 
truth is that the BNP is a criminal organisation of racists 
masquerading as a political party. Searchlight has said 
this ever since the BNP was born over 20 years ago. 
The BNP is not a legitimate political party and should 
not be treated as such by the BBC or anyone else. It was 
in the public interest for the British people to know 
about the BNP’s criminality before voting took place. 

Bradford was an important place on which to focus 
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as it was a key target area for the BNP in the local 
elections. The party managed to win four seats on the 
council for the first time in June. Had it not been for the 
anti-fascist mole Andrew Sykes, the BNP would almost 
certainly have got more councillors elected there. 
Sykes ran the Bradford branch and personally ensured 
that more than 10 seats were not even contested by the 
fascists. At the same time he was passing information 
to Bradford TUC and Searchlight. Bradford TUC was 
able to target its work and propaganda based on that 
information. Even though the BNP did make an 
electoral breakthrough in Bradford, in its target areas 
in the city, such as Queensberry, its proportion of the 
vote actually fell. 

The news that Barclays Bank has decided to shut 
the BNP’s accounts in the wake of The Secret Agent 
can only be welcomed. It is especially gratifying in 
light of the fact that Barclays was once a major 
investor in apartheid South Africa until it was 
subjected to a successful boycott campaign by the 
Anti Apartheid Movement and the National Union of 
Students in the 1980s. 

Hit from the outside by arrests as a result of 
The Secret Agent, bitter infighting over the issue 
of accepting black members and possibly no bank 
accounts, the BNP is in crisis. Long may it continue. 
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Secret Agent 


The British National Party’s attempts to 
transform itself into a respectable political 
party were shattered last month when an 
undercover BBC programme revealed its true 
agenda of racism, violence and incitement. 


The programme has also precipitated the most 
serious crisis for Nick Griffin since he took 
over the party in 1999. Nick Lowles, a 
consultant to the programme, reports. 


Stuck in the he British National Party has been left reeling from 
middle going a BBC undercover programme screened last month. 
nowhere: Party activists have been arrested, its leadership is 
BNP boss under police investigation, it has been vilified in the 
Nick Griffin right-wing press, its bank accounts have been closed down 
(centre) with and members have walked out in disgust. 

Searchlight The Secret Agent was a six-month investigation into 
mole Andy Britain’s main fascist party. BBC journalist Jason Gwynne 
Sykes (left) joined Bradford BNP during the recent local and European 
and the election campaign. There he operated alongside local 


BBC’s Jason BNP organiser Andy Sykes, who unbeknown to the BNP 
Gwynne at was secretly working for Searchlight and Bradford TUC. 


the BNP’s Sykes opened doors to the inner workings of the party and 
dinner for Gwynne filmed the results. 

Jean-Marie Searchlight and Bradford TUC approached the BBC last 
Le Pen in summer with the programme idea. We saw it as an integral 
April part of our campaign to expose the true nature of the BNP 


It complimented our strategy of localised campaigning. 
“West Yorkshire was always going to be a key target for the 
BNR” says Paul Meszaros of Bradford TUC, “and yet it 
contained hardline racists and violent thugs. The BNP 
believed it was on the brink of success in the European 
elections and we felt that people needed to know the truth.” 

The programme recorded BNP activists boasting of violent 
attacks on Asians, BNP council candidates describing how 
they wanted to kill Asians (in the case of one man on a total 
of 24 separate occasions) and a newly elected BNP 
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councillor conspiring with other party members to torch a 
vehicle carrying the Searchlight election newspaper. 

It also recorded a succession of BNP leaders, 
including Nick Griffin, giving highly inflammatory speeches. 
Two separate barristers both gave the BBC a legal opinion 
that they incited racial hatred and so should be prosecuted. 

In one speech, Griffin claimed that the rape of white 
women was acceptable under Islam. Interviewed on 
Newsnight after the programme, he repeated four times that 
Islam used the raping of white women as a political tool in 
its bid for world supremacy. 

John Tyndall, the founder of the BNP was also filmed 
inciting racial hatred when he abused the Conservative 
leader Michael Howard for describing the BNP’s approach 
to politics as “alien to our political traditions”. 

“Who is Mr Howard [or Hecht as Tyndall repeatedly called 
him] speaking of when he talks about, uses the word 
‘alien’? How far does Mr Howard’s roots in this country of 
ours go back? His father and mother came here as Jewish 
immigrants from Romania in the late 1930s. This interloper, 
this immigrant or son of immigrants, who has no roots at 
all in Britain, has the effrontery to talk to us about what 
is alien, he has the effrontery to talk to us about alien 
things and alien ways. Mr Howard, or rather Mr Hecht, 
he ladies and gentlemen is the alien!” 

Tyndall then went on to attack Africans. 

“While this part of Britain was the industrial centre of the 
world, what was happening in Africa and Asia? The people 
there were squatting for century upon century on the 
ground of Africa, and what did they produce, apart from 
black magic, witchcraft, voodoo, cannibalism and Aids? 
That is what they have given to the world.” 

Despite Tyndall being shunned by the party leadership his 
speech received the loudest applause of any meeting 
filmed by the BBC. 


Media interest 

The programme received unbelievable media coverage, with 
every national newspaper trailing the programme and 
reporting the reaction to it. It was lead item on the BBC 


news and was reported on ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5. 

The best coverage was in the right-wing press, the very 
papers whose readers are more likely to vote BNP The Sun 
ran the front-page headline: “Bloody Nasty People” on the 
day of transmission. The Daily Mail, another paper not 
known for its fondness for the BBC, devoted five pages to 
exposing the racist nature of the BNP the following day. 

Unsurprisingly, the programme was given huge coverage 
in the Bradford Telegraph & Argus. The paper had come out 
against the BNP during the election campaign and was 
given an exclusive interview with Sykes before transmission. 
“The Lies That Hide BNP’s Mission of Hate” announced its 
front-page headline. 

The following day it published pictures of the four 
Bradford BNP councillors with the headline: “Quit Now!” 

Searchlight has learnt that the paper's owners have 
made it a crusade to rid the city of the BNP 

“The local paper has been excellent,” says Meszaros. 
“It went out on a limb to criticise the BNP before the 
election and was attacked by some readers. They now feel 
their decision has been vindicated and appear determined 
to continue to speak out against them. Even if this is the 
only lasting thing that comes out of the programme then 1’ll 
still see it as a success.” 


Closed down 

The media outcry over the programme had another quite 
unexpected consequence when Barclays Bank decided to 
shut down six BNP accounts. Sources within the bank said 
that the accounts were already under review but the 
programme, with the party leadership's outrageous racist 
attacks, proved the final straw. 

Pressure is now being put on other banks to follow 
Barclays’ lead. 

Predictably the BNP leaders have reacted with fury to the 
programme. They had been tipped off that a programme 
was in the making late last year but it was not until Tony 
Lecomber, the BNP group development officer, viewed the 
programme the day before transmission that they realised 
its focus and became aware of Sykes’s involvement. 

Their initial response was to mock the BBC and the 
Blair’s liberal establishment whom they claimed was behind 
the programme. 

“The latest offering, The Secret Agent, comes from 
the same production stable as ‘Death on Camera’ and 
‘The Secret Policemen’ so it was no surprise to see the 
usual self-hating, white liberalism heavily laced with typical 
BBC ethnophilia,” complained one article on their website. 

In equally conspiratorial terms another noted: 
“The blackmail of Barclays comes hot on the heels of the 
long planned BBC “expose” which was conducted with 
the Labour Party and a quasi-legal organisation called 
‘Searchlight Magazine’”. 

But the abuse became more vitriolic as the fallout 
ensued. The BNP has accused the BBC’s undercover 
journalist of encouraging a BNP member to plant 
bombs outside a mosque and Sykes of stealing money. 
Both allegations are completely untrue and libellous. 

Griffin has found himself in a dangerous position. As his 
party gets attacked on every front, his obsession with 
conspiracies and doomsday scenarios, which might appeal 
to members when times are good, is undermining morale 
and even party discipline. 

Coming on top of the BNP’s poor local and European 
election results, where the party performed well below its 
leader’s expectations, the programme, the media fallout 
and the Barclays debacle are disillusioning members. 

Mark Payne has quit as Coventry organiser after only five 
people turned up to a party rally after the programme, as 


has the York organiser John Brayshaw, who has cited the 
poor BNP vote locally in June. 

It has been a bad summer for Griffin and with the 
rank and file dissent over plans to allow non-whites into 
the party it seems set to continue. To add to their woes, 
Searchlight understands that libel writs will soon be issued 
against the party. 


Frustrating 

Some anti-fascists have questioned the programme 
believing that it told the viewers nothing they did not already 
know. “So the BNP is racist, tell us something we don’t 
know,” a few have commented. 

But the programme was not produced for these people 
but for the general public of whom many still do not realise 
the true nature of the BNP Over 800,000 people voted for 
the BNP in the recent European elections, many falling 
for the BNP’s alleged new respectability. 

Judging by the letters that have come in to both 
Searchlight and Bradford TUC, at least some of these voters 
now regret their actions in light of the programme. Even one 
BNP council candidate in Bradford has made contact and 
denounced his party. Another, whom Sykes talked out of 
standing, has personally thanked him. 

The one frustrating element of the programme was its 
timing. It was intended to be aired in May just before the 
elections but a last minute veto by the Acting Director- 
General pulled the plug. He feared that it contravened 
the Corporation’s policy of electoral impartiality though the 
programme makers argued that it was more about 
criminality than politics. 

If it had been screened in May it is quite possible that the 
BNP would have several fewer councillors. 

That said, the programme still destroyed any 
respectability the BNP might have accrued. The film 
focused on Bradford BNP but it would have discovered the 
same antics in branches across the country. Racism, 
violence and incitement are the cornerstone of the British 
National Party. 


What the papers said... 


“Moronic, vicious and full of hate, the racist thugs exposed 
in last night’s BBC documentary shatter the BNP’s pretence 
of political respectability. 
This powerful piece of journalism revealed a truth about 
BNP extremism that needed to be told.” 
Daily Mail, editorial 16 July 


“It must now be overwhelmingly clear that this disgusting 
group has no place in a civilised society.” 
Independent, editorial 16 July 


“After the elections we spoke about the shame that having 
failed to see through the BNP’s veil of deceit would bring 
Bradford. These latest revelations confirm our belief that the 
so-called respectable views of the party were nothing more 
than a sham.” 

Bradford Telegraph & Argus, editorial 15 July 


“The BNP is not a legitimate political party. It is a 
collection of evil, hate-filled, moronic thugs. Watch the BBC’s 
brilliant documentary tonight and hear from the BNP’s own 
disgusting mouths their stories of racial hatred and 
violence...They are criminals who should be locked up for a 
long time.” 

The Sun, editorial 15 July 
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ANDREW SYKES 


“Ok, Vil do it.” It had been a tense meal. 


Andy Sykes and his wife were not hungry. I and 
Paul Meszaros, of Bradford TUC, had spent most of 
the previous hour pushing food around our plates. 
The usual joviality of such occasions had been replaced 
by life-changing decisions. 

Four months into filming and Andy’s role as an active 
but secret participant was about to change. He had just 
agreed to appear on the BBC Secret Agent programme. 
The pair had agonised over their decision and were 
fully aware of the potential consequences. But it was 
a decision that summed Andy up, which even now, 
after abusive phone calls and even death threats, he 
does not regret. 

Sykes was the BNP’s Bradford organiser. He had joined 
the party in 2001, worried about stories of asylum 
seekers and Asians moving into his area, but quickly 
began to have doubts. 

“Tt was the Bradford riots that got me questioning the 
BNP” he says. “My city was up in flames and BNP 
members were jubilant.” 

Gradually he began to see through other aspects of the 
BNP. “They rely on scaring people. We had leaflets saying 
that thousands of asylum seekers were about to move 
into our area. I then found the same leaflet being 
distributed in other parts of the city with only the area 
name changed. 

“Three years after joining the BNP and I have still not 
met, seen or heard of a single asylum seeker in my area 
of Bradford.” 

During the same period Bradford TUC began to get 
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more active. Realising that they were the main 
opponents of the BNP in the city Andy began sending 
them anonymous tip-offs. 

In April 2002 Bradford TUC hosted a community 
Fun Day in his local area of Eccleshill. It was an attempt 
by the TUC to spread an anti-racist message through 
enjoyable community activities. 

Mark Collett, then leader of the Young BNP, 
telephoned Sykes and asked him to get a mob of lads 
together. Although Eccleshill is part of Bradford, many 
of the young white men there were followers of Leeds 
United and several were prominent Leeds hooligans. 

“T couldn't believe what he was asking me to do,” 
Sykes recalls. “I told him that I wouldn't, that it was an 
event for women and kids. He didn’t seem to care and 
from that day I thought, sod you and your party.” 

Sykes attended the Fun Day with his wife and young 
child. He approached Meszaros and agreed to meet up a 
few days later. Paul contacted Searchlight and an 
operation began. Sykes was encouraged to remain in the 
BNP and report on its activities. 


Information flow 
Over a two-year period Andy supplied Bradford TUC 
and Searchlight with a wealth of information. The flow 
increased last summer when he was appointed Bradford 
organiser. It was the fastest growing BNP branch in the 
country and his new position brought him into the heart 
of Yorkshire BNP. 

“Andy was able to alert us to every BNP move in the 
city,” says Meszaros. “He gave us drafts of their leaflets, 


meeting venues and election plans. Using his 
information we were able to direct our anti-BNP 
campaign. 

‘It was the classic intelligence-led anti-BNP 
campaigning that Searchlight and Bradford TUC both 
support. We can only have a targeted and localised 
campaign if we know where the BNP are active and the 
issues they are exploiting.” 

One local issue that Andy’s information headed 
off concerned an elderly woman in North Bradford. 
She lacked a shower and, although her health and 
partial disability meant she was entitled to one, the 
council was slow to respond. The BNP heard about this 
case and promised to put in a shower unit free of charge. 
The party intended to use it as an example of how only 
the BNP would help elderly white people who were 
being failed by a council obsessed with Asians. 

“We went to a local councillor and demanded he force 
the council to act,” Paul recalls. “We told him that it was 
in his best interests to get things moving but at the same 
time we had to protect the source of the information.” 

After initial scepticism, the shower was installed and 
the BNP was deprived of a publicity stunt. 

Andy’s information proved crucial in other areas. 
Late last year Geoffrey Wallace, a Conservative 
councillor in Calderdale, switched allegiance to the BNP. 
Word spread quickly through the Bradford and Halifax 
BNP branches that a number of other councillors were 
in contact with the party. 

“Maz [Adrian Marsden] was on the phone to me 
telling me that three others were thinking of coming 
over with one expected in the next couple of days,” 
remembers Andy. “I thought, thank you very much.” 

He immediately rang Paul who in turn contacted 
Searchlight. Within a couple of hours Liam Fox, the 
Conservative Party chairman, was reading the riot act to 
individual Tory councillors. 

Andy’s information was just as helpful in enabling 
Bradford TUC to run its campaign without fear of attack. 
At a time when BNP thugs were chasing anti-fascists 
around Halifax, Dewsbury and Leeds, Bradford BNP was 
not once in a position to cause any damage. 

“On more than one occasion Andy was able to alert 
us to BNP plans to attack us and so we were able to cut 
short an activity or change our plans accordingly,” 
says Paul. 

After the Secret Agent programme was aired, one 
Bradford anti-fascist, who knew nothing of Andy’s 
connection to the TUC, commented, “that explains 
why we've never come across the BNP in two years 
of leafleting”. 

Sykes was an integral part of our election campaign in 
the area. Not only did he alert us to the fascists’ plans, he 
also dissuaded several potential BNP candidates from 
standing. Some he questioned about whether they were 
prepared for the local hostility they would face, while to 
two others he privately admitted that the Searchlight 
tabloid stories of murderers and gangsters close to the 
party leader were “unfortunately true”. On two 
occasions he simply failed to follow up keen activists. 

“IT lost dozens of membership enquiries,” Andy 
chuckles. “Sometimes I would tell Cromie (the Bradford 
BNP chairman) that I went round to people's houses but 
either they weren't in or they were a bit strange. I was 
particularly keen to keep anyone with a hint of ability 
from being active in the party. Those people simply 
didn’t get invites to our events.” 

The lack of candidates did not go unnoticed by the 
party hierarchy. After the election Tony Lecomber, 


the BNP group development officer, quizzed other 
leading organisers about why only ten of the promised 
20 candidates in Bradford materialised. Andy’s poor 
organising was put down to the beating he received 
earlier in the year. 

Four BNP councillors were eventually elected 
in Bradford. This was a bitter blow for both Andy and 
Bradford TUC but, as Paul is quick to point out, the 
results would have been a lot worse had Andy not been 
passing over information. 

“Some of the candidates he knocked out were in 
winnable wards and other candidates, such as Paul 
Cromie in Queensbury, would have had a much easier 
time. Andy also provided information on other areas 
of West Yorkshire, notably Calderdale. 

“The BNP would probably not even have got the four 
had the BBC not backed away from its original plans to 
broadcast the programme in May.” 


Secret Agent 

The BBC programme provided an excellent outlet for 
Andy’s information. The idea of a programme was 
formulated when Paul and I were travelling through 
Central Asia two years ago. We always knew that the 
2004 elections were crucial and this would form an extra 
element to our campaign. It was also clear that an 
undercover reporter would be able to operate more 
effectively alongside someone already inside. 

Andy jumped at the idea though initially he was 
to appear as the gullible fool taken in by the reporter. 
This position became untenable and it was decided that 
high exposure made him safer than the inevitable 
accusations that would follow broadcast. 

Coming out on the programme also appealed 
to Andy. He had lost several close friends because of 
his involvement in the BNP and he wanted to win 
them back. 

“T turned against the BNP because I realised that they 
were lying to the people of Bradford. They were 
exploiting people’s fears and actually offered no 
solutions. I contacted the TUC and later Searchlight 
because I felt guilty about my initial involvement and | 
stayed in because I didn't want the BNP to ruin my area.” 

He has refused to move. “Why should I? I haven't done 
anything wrong. I love Eccleshill and I hope local people 
understand that I have had their interests at heart 
through all this.” 

Sykes has been encouraged by the reaction of friends 
and neighbours since the programme. “Yes, I’ve had a 
few threatening calls from BNP and Combat 18 
supporters and that just shows these people up for 
what they are, but I’ve also had lots of supportive calls 
as well. Among them have been some other former 
BNP supporters.” 

Equally encouraging was the reaction of his work 
colleagues. “I got a standing ovation when I went back to 
work after the programme. You can’t ask for more than 
that,” he beams proudly. 

Andy knows life will never be the same again. Security 
has been tightened at his house and he knows that there 
is always a chance of someone coming after him but he 
has no regrets. 

“T can walk around Bradford with my head held high. 
I love my city and I hope my actions have helped make 
people aware of the true nature of the BNP. Of course 
there are problems in this city but we all have to find a 
way to live together.” 


Next month: Yorkshire BNP exposed 
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BNP black membership 


debate set to cause split 


Turkey voting 
for Christmas? 
The opening 
of the BNP 
election 
broadcast 


By Steve Silver 


said the turbaned Sikh man at the start of the nazi 
party’s TV election broadcast in June. It looked like 
something out of a Monty Python sketch, an Asian man 
voting BNP like a turkey voting for Christmas. However, 
it actually represented a victory for the organisation’s 
“modernisers” who have been pushing for this kind of 
approach for some time. 

It seems that modernism, or perhaps more correctly 
postmodernism, has come to Britain’s fascists later than 
it did to the left but it looks set to wreak the same 
devastation. The BNP is locked in a battle between old- 
fashioned racists on the one side defending what they 
see as core values and those who want to jettison crude 
racism with a “post-fascist” party on the other, And as if 
two opposing camps were not enough, there sits a third 
camp, Nick Griffin, the party leader, and his coterie of 
loyalists hungry for power whatever it takes, fronting 
the modernisation programme yet at the same time 
trying to appease hardliners. As we have said before 
in Searchlight these two opposing currents are 
irreconcilable and hold within them the seeds of the 
BNP’s destruction. 

While the election campaign was on, BNP members 
had to rub along nicely together all hoping for success, 
nobody wanting to be seen to upset the applecart. Now 
that the elections are over and the BNP in its own terms, 
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did worse than expected, the debate over the direction of 
the BNP is back with an unprecedented sharpness. 

The opening salvo in the internal debate was fired at 
the beginning of last month when the BNP leadership 
met for a weekend conference at Griffin’s home in mid- 
Wales. The 30 or so assembled officials consisted of 
representatives of the regions and those involved in 
specific aspects of national BNP work. 

Disappointed at their lack of electoral success in 
terms of representation, the BNP officials held 
discussions and workshops looking at future initiatives 
to try and restore some momentum. But this was the 
usual fare, to be expected. What has ignited the debate 
was a presentation by the BNP’s legal eagle, Lee Barnes, 
backed by Griffin, which called for the BNP to change its 
constitutional requirement that all members be of 
“British or closely kindred native European stock”. 


A change is gonna come 

Yes, Britain's best known racist party is proposing a 
change in policy that could ultimately mean the 
acceptance of black people into membership. This will 
be put to members in a secret postal ballot. The hook for 
the argument is that an Asian man applied to join the 
BNP recently and was rejected. He then went to the 
Commission for Racial Equality which initially took up 
the case claiming that he was suffering discrimination 
because the BNP’s current constitution does not allow 
black members. 

What the BNP leaders conveniently forget to tell 
members is that the CRE is no longer pursuing the case. 
What they could not achieve internally with a straight 
political argument the modernisers are now trying to 
win through sleight of hand by claiming that the BNP 
has no choice: the constitutional change is essential to 
enable the party to continue to stand in elections. 
Having come up against considerable opposition to 
working with black people in the past, including 
individual resignations and_ branches flouting 
leadership dictats by inviting proscribed speakers to 
address them such as John Tyndall and Richard 
Edmonds, the modernisers are now trying to win 
through bluff and bluster. 

In theory, and if put to a legal test, in practice, the 
constitutional change would mean that black people 
could join the BNP. However, the combined intellectual 
prowess of Barnes's law degree and Griffin's Cambridge 
University education has come up with a cunning plan. 
Non-whites will not join the same BNP as whites, they will 
join different sections of the BNP according to their 


ethnic background: one for Muslims, one for Hindus, one 
for Chinese, etc. Anyway, black or white, all will agree with 
the BNP’s policy of apartheid-style racial segregation. 

This is how the BNP explains the proposal: “There is no 
need to discriminate against such people who share our 
basic worldview and our deepest concerns, but nor is 
there any moral or legal need for us to mix with them, 
either socially or politically. The solution is not to 
discriminate against them by denying them the right to 
join our British National Party, but to level the playing 
field by letting them join their own British National Party. 
The BNP is for anyone who agrees with our statement of 
principles, but since our principles would - if this change 
is adopted — include racial and cultural segregation, they 
would no more want or be entitled to join our BNP than 
we would want or be entitled to join theirs.” 

If you are confused, imagine how BNP members 
feel. There are a lot of brains out there having 
trouble computing. Anyway, if the BNP changes its 
constitution then when there is a genuine future 
legal threat the reality is that the law will not accept 
the concept of separate BNPs and the original BNP 
will be constitutionally and legally bound to accept 
black members. 

But if we suspend our disbelief for the moment and go 
with the programme, when a thousand BNPs have 
bloomed where will this all lead? Well of course there is 
only one BNP that matters and that is the white BNP. 
According to the discussion document, when the white 
BNP is voted into power the other BNPs would be 
expected to lead the separation of their own 
communities from the white community followed by 
“massive”, “voluntary” resettlement. So the bottom line 
is that eventually, in a BNP Britain, the other BNPs will 
help create ghettoes and then police the repatriation of 
their communities. All very nazi still. 

As this debate has unfolded on the internet on the 
official BNP website and on the hardline nazi 
Stormfront site it is clear that there is much anger and 
confusion over what is happening. It all seems 
ridiculous and appears to many BNP members to be a 
complete sellout. 


The ideological thread 

The moderniser wing of the BNP includes such 
people as Tony Lecomber, Eddie Butler, Colin Smith 
and Jonathan Bowden. For some years now they have 
been pushing for the BNP to divest itself of the old 
trappings of racism and fascism so that it can appear 
clean to the public. In that way organisations such as 
Searchlight will not be able to turn it over time and 
again. How Lecomber thinks he will ever live down his 
past as a bomb maker is anyone's guess. 

The ideological push can be traced back from the 
Bloomsbury Forum to Right Now! Magazine. Edited by 
Derek Turner, a former leader of an Irish nazi party, 
Right Now! attempts to sanitise discussion around 
racial difference by trying to present it as legitimate 
“nationalist” thought rather than the stuff of nazi cranks 
and crackpots. Right Now! is not a BNP publication. 

Right Now! plays the same role for the far right 
as Marxism Today did for the left in the 1980s. 
Its supporters are the “New Realists” of the racist right. 
If Marxists can become post-Marxists, then why cannot 
fascists become post-fascists, seems to be the basic 
premise, if not put so explicitly. Right Now! also acts as a 
bridge between Conservatives and the BNP particularly 
at council level where the magazine is sometimes sent 
free of charge to Tory councillors. 





Old guard bite back 

While the modernisers head down the populist road 
doing anything they think will ingratiate themselves 
with the British public, Tyndall, Edmonds and other old- 
style racists have something in the way of populism in 
their favour too. Inside the BNP among the members 
being racist is populist. 

Most people joined the BNP precisely because they 
hate black people. While pretending you aren't racist 
might ingratiate you to the outside world there is 
nothing that can make you more popular in a BNP 
meeting than standing up and making racist comments. 
Tyndall may not make it back into a position of 
leadership himself but he has now become the 
champion of core racist values. 

Tyndall has taken apart the Barnes/Griffin document 
section by section, arguing that the logic is flawed 
because it is all based on speculation with much talk of 
potential legal threats but no evidence of actual legal 
threats. Concluding his critique, Tyndall says: 

“... Mr Griffin has been flying a kite on this issue for 
some time. His problem in giving effect to a policy he 
has long wanted is that it would meet with massive 
opposition from the party membership at the grass 
roots. As I read this latest proposition, it is an attempt to 
overcome that problem by the introduction of quasi- 
legal arguments which Mr. Griffin and his supporters 
hope will be way over the members’ heads, and which 
they will accept on the assumption that someone with a 
law degree must know best ...” 

The former BNP chairman goes on to speculate that 
the policy is being put forward in order to split the party 
to drive out genuine “racial nationalists” and create a 
party that bears no resemblance to the one that he 
founded in 1982. 


Trouble ahead 

Griffin is no stranger to splitting fascist organisations 
and as long as he ends up top dog he is probably not too 
concerned which way anything goes. He has held 
numerous contradictory positions, oscillating between 
attacking modernisers and attacking hardliners over 


the years. 


What is clear though is that the BNP is at a crossroads. 
Griffin's opponents know that black sections is a non- 
starter and that what he really wants is to allow black 
members in the same way as does the Front National in 
France. The BNP already has a Jewish councillor so 
surely it is not such a great step to take. There is a strong 
smell of hypocrisy, as in January Griffin said that 
modernisation had gone so far in the BNP but would go 
no further and it would never accept black membership. 

The “debate” is going to get very nasty. The Rochdale 
and Clitheroe branches have already been suspended. 
Griffin is trying to prevent debate to railroad through the 
changes. Tyndall and Edmonds, the most prominent 
defenders of the old-style BNP, have been proscribed 
from speaking at meetings. The North West London 
organiser, Ian Edwards, has been sacked for inviting a 
proscribed speaker to address a meeting. Others, such 
as Mick Treacy, a stalwart of Oldham BNP says that the 
day the BNP accepts black members will be the day that 
he leaves. 

It is unclear whether the modernisers or the 
hardliners will win. What is certain though is that 
the BNP is in the midst of a damaging internal struggle 
for the heart and soul of the organisation. This is its 
Clause IV debate. The two sides will have to fight it out 
and there simply isn’t room in the BNP for both of them. 
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Targeted campaigning 





Anti-BNP 
campaigners 
in Calderdale 


keeps the BNP at bay 


In the key local council wards where the BNP was expecting to 
make substantial gains in the June elections its vote actually declined. 
This, argues Nick Lowles, is a triumph for localised and targeted campaigning. 


here had never been a better opportunity for 
Britain’s leading fascist party to break out of the 
political margins. The first substantial 
boundary changes in 30 years meant that every 
council position in every Metropolitan 
Borough Council was up for grabs. Quite simply, the 
BNP only needed to finish in the top three to get elected. 

The British National Party had been expecting major 
gains in the recent local elections. The party’s Group 
Development Officer, Tony Lecomber, proudly told last 
year’s Red, White and Blue festival that they were 
expecting 60 council gains. By December, Nick Griffin, 
the party leader, was even boasting in his Christmas 
video to supporters that there would be over 100 gains. 
In Calderdale alone, the BNP confidently claimed that it 
was on course to win ten councillors in that authority 
alone. In neighbouring Kirklees, local organiser Nick 
Cass boldly told the local newspaper that anything less 
than six seats would be considered a failure. 

In the event the BNP only achieved 14 council 
victories well below its expectations. Four of those were 
re-elections of existing BNP councillors and the party 
also lost six wards where it had had councillors, 
resulting in a net gain of just four. The party has claimed 
that it was only defeated by the biggest electoral 
conspiracy in British history but a more simple, and 
accurate, explanation was that it was tactically 
outwitted by anti-fascists. 

At the outset of the election campaign there were 
two clear anti-fascist strategies. One focused on the 
European elections as the bigger political prize for 
the BNP. The aim was to increase the voter turnout in 
order to reduce the BNP’s percentage. For example, it 
was argued that the BNP had a maximum vote of 
150,000 in the North West constituency, where Griffin 
was standing. To ensure that this was not enough for 
him to reach the 9% needed to be elected a turnout of 
40% or more was required. 

The emphasis on turning out voters likely to oppose 
the BNP meant that anti-fascists did less work in the key 
council target wards. For example in Leeds the local 
anti-BNP group, which followed this first strategy, 
campaigned vigorously in areas with a high student 
and ethnic minority population. The group did much 
less work in Morley South, the one ward where the BNP 
had a chance of winning. What was done here was 
largely the work of one individual who disagreed with 
the group’s strategy. 

The second approach focused primarily on the local 
elections. Supporters of this strategy believed that 
defeating the BNP in its heartlands would have a knock- 
on effect in the European elections, that small and 


Searchlight August 2004 10 


intensive localised campaigning was a better use of 
limited resources than working throughout a region 
with 5 million voters and thirdly, that there was little to 
be gained by stopping the BNP in Europe if it simply 
entrenched itself in town halls up and down the country. 

Some would no doubt argue that the two views were 
compatible but anyone who was actually active during 
the election campaign would know full well that we did 
not have the activists to carry out both strategies 
effectively. Indeed, it was hard enough to run one in 
many areas. 

Searchlight preferred the second approach and over 
the past year encouraged local anti-BNP groups to 
adopt this localised strategy. Groups were urged to 
prioritise their campaigns even to the point of ignoring 
wards where the BNP had little or no chance of winning. 
Nationally, our time and resources were directed at 60 
key vulnerable wards. 

Central to this approach was the need to produce or 
incorporate local material into our anti-BNP literature. 
Ward-level newsletters were encouraged containing 
local stories that would resonate with residents. 

In addition to ward newsletters, Searchlight customis- 
ed its newspaper for 26 areas. Searchlight’s article about 
a former BNP candidate who funded scab miners during 
the 1984 miners’ strike would obviously have far greater 
impact in the former mining communities of Yorkshire, 
Staffordshire and the North East than in the non-mining 





South. Conversely, articles highlighting the threat to 
property prices would have little impact in a ward with a 
low level of owner occupation. 

Leaflets and newsletters were complimented by a 
ground-breaking Voter ID project. A routine part of 
a campaign by a political party (though often 
overlooked!), Voter ID had never been adapted for an 
anti-BNP campaign before. 

Research by the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 
identified as many as 15% of voters being motivated 
solely by a desire to keep out the BNP. Our Voter ID 
project sought to identify these voters, especially those 
who were willing to vote tactically. 

These voters were then contacted by direct mail 
shots in the final days of the campaign to remind them 
to cast their anti-BNP vote. The strategy appears to 
have worked. 

Of the 60 wards Searchlight identified in March, 
the BNP had contested 41 in the 2003 elections. Then, 
it averaged 28.3%. This summer it averaged 23.9% in 
the same wards, a 4.4% drop in the party’s key target 
wards. This compares with an overall average vote of 
16.1% in the council seats it contested compared to 
16.7% in 2003. 

While other factors certainly played a part in the 
BNP’s declining share of the vote, a targeted and 
intensive anti-fascist campaign was crucial. 

One of the most intensive local campaigns was in the 
Queensbury ward of Bradford, where, in 2003 the BNP 
polled 30% of the vote and came within 120 votes of 
taking the seat. Despite its success in other parts of the 
city, its vote in Queensbury slumped to 24%. 

“Over the course of the year we delivered seven 
editions of a ward-level bulletin in Queensbury,” says 
Paul Meszaros, co-ordinator of the Bradford anti-fascist 
committee. “We played up the positives of the local 
area while simultaneously highlighting the dangers of a 
BNP victory. 

“We believed it was a strategy that worked. 
We received several emails from local people, not all 
supportive, but the fact that people responded at all was 
a sign of success.” 

The Bradford group, in partnership with Searchlight, 
also conducted Voter ID in the ward. “We worked on Lib 
Dem voters,” says Meszaros. “The Lib Dems are a poor 





fourth in the ward and so in terms of stopping the BNP 
it is a wasted vote. 

“We identified 470 people who normally identified 
themselves as Lib Dem voters but who were prepared to 
vote tactically to stop the BNP. We worked this group, 
wrote regular letters to them and during the campaign 
encouraged them to vote tactically. We would like to 
think it worked.” 

Perhaps the most striking example of its effectiveness 
was in Town ward in Calderdale. In spring, 257 people 
were identified as tactical anti-BNP voters. Most were 
Labour supporters and so would obviously vote for the 
Labour candidates who were best placed to beat 
the BNP, but a sizeable number were not. Like in 
Queensbury, these voters were “loved”, contacted 
regularly and kept informed of the campaign. 

In addition to the generalised campaigning, which 
included the door-to-door distribution of the localised 
edition of the Searchlight newspaper, a targeted delivery 
of 1,200 of the second Searchlight newspaper and at 
least two local leaflets, these 257 voters were rung up 
during the polling period. 

Again, the strategy seems to have worked. On 10 June, 
the final day of polling, one local anti-BNP activist got 
assurances from 25 of these people that they would turn 
out and vote. Polling records show that at least 10 did. The 
BNP lost out on second place by two votes, thus depriving 
its one elected councillor of an extra year in office. 

Targeted campaigns, including telephone canvassing 
and direct mail, were also carried out in Kirklees, 
Leeds, Pendle, Oldham, Burnley and Wigan. In all these 
places the BNP failed to make a significant electoral 
breakthrough. 

“The BNP were expecting several council gains in 
Kirklees but ended up with just the one councillor which 
they had before,” says Terry McKay, a local organiser of 
Kirklees Unity. “We targeted our campaign much more 
extensively than in the past. We tried to identify anti-BNP 
voters and produced four ward-level leaflets for each of the 
main target wards. This was in addition to the two editions 
of the Searchlight newspaper and some direct mail. 

“The BNP campaign was not targeted and amateurish 
in comparison.” 

Not all BNP campaigns were so poor. Eddie Butler, the 
BNP election officer, ran a successful campaign in 
Epping Forest based on repeated door-to-door 
canvassing. Despite only polling 7% across the district in 
the European elections, Butler oversaw BNP council 
gains in three of the four wards contested. 

Butler has emerged as the party’s best election 
organiser. He has supervised council victories in 
Millwall, Broxbourne, Thurrock and now Epping Forest. 
More recently he ran a by-election campaign in 
Dagenham, where the party came second with 31%. 

His strategy involves at least two sweeps of 
canvassing, morning and evening leafleting and scare 
stories designed to frighten voters into backing the BNP. 
A forthcoming by-election, again in Dagenham, is being 
touted in the party as a model campaign. Organisers are 
being encouraged to watch and learn. 

The BNP was defeated in its key target areas by a 
superior and targeted anti-BNP campaign. But there is 
no room for complacency. The BNP has decided to treat 
every council by-election as a national activity, with 
Butler firmly running the show. We must organise 
ourselves accordingly. It is important that local anti- 
BNP groups learn from each other, repeat the successes 
and avoid the mistakes. The successes centre around 
localised and targeted campaigning. 
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Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Town 1095 (28.0%) 782 (25.2%) +2.8 SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 
Illingworth & Mixenden 1314 (33.0%) 896 (38.7%) -5.7 SN/LL 
Northowram & Shelf 1007 (22.3%) 1119 (33.0%) -9.7 SN/LL 

Ovenden 938 (31.3%) 618 (29.3%) +2.0  SN/LL/TC/DM 
Sowerby Bridge 714 (16.3%) 111 (25.7%) -9.4 SN/LL/DM 

































BRADFORD 

Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 

Queensbury 1411 (24.2%) 1489 (30.0%) -5.8  SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 

Keighley West 1659 (26.4%) N/A SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 

Idle & Thackley 877 (15.7%) 874 (20.1%) -4.3. SN/LL 

Royds 1258 (27.4%) N/A SN/LL 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Heckmondwike 2076 (28.3%) 1607 (27.7%) +0.6 SN/LL/DM 
Mirfield 2016 (23.3%) 1361 (29.0%) -5.7. SN/LL 
Dewsbury South 1652 (22.3%) 1456 (27.7%) -5.4 ~~ SN/LL/DM/KU 
Batley West 1408 (20.4%) 1075 (19.4%) +1.0  SN/LL/DM 
Dewsbury East 1665 (25.1%) 840 (19.5%) +5.6 SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 
Liversedge 1478 (22.2%) DNS 
Dewsbury West 1116 (16.9%) 648 (13.8%) +3.1 = SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 








anye® 













Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
St James 797 (21.0%) 810 (31.6%) -11.6 SN/LL/DM 
Royton North 953 (18.0%) 1102 (31.4%) -13.4 SN/LL/DM 
Waterhead 660 (16.7%) 935 (25.1%) -8.4  SN/LL/DM 


Failsworth West 675 (16.9%) 756 (33.7%) =16.8)): SN/LL 











Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Cliviger with Worsthorne 647 (25.2%) 795 (32.8%) -7.6 SN 

Gannow 583 (29.1%) 687 (38.6%) -9.5 SN/LL 
Rosegrove with Lowerhouse 701 (36.6%) DNS SN/LL/TC/DM/KU 
Brunshaw 510 (22.1%) 715 (37.0%) -14.9  SN/LL 

Hapton with Park 615 (29.6%) 661 (40.1%) -10.3 SN/LL 
Briefcliffe 642 (27.8%) 877 (43%) -15.2 SN 





Coalclough with Deerplay 404 (20.5%) 532 (34.2%) -13.7 SN 











Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Vivary Bridge 402 (23.2%) 441 (24.5%) -1.3. SN 
Clover Hill 434 (22.2%) 452 (25.8%) 3.5 

Barrowfield 385 (18.5%) 482 (26.5%) -8.0 


432 (19.1%) DNS 
364 (19.5%) DNS 


ages 
“ 7 > 
= 











Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
956 (35.1%) 948 (38.2%) -3.1 
653 (24.8%) 782 (32.0%) ® -7.2 

Meir North & Weston 731 (24.5%) 697 (28.4%) -3.9 

Chell & Packmoor 588 (26.0%) DNS 

Blurton 655 (26.0%) DNS 

Norton & Bradeley 953 (32.8%) 675 (22.4%) +10.4 











Authority/ward 


2004 vote 
1173 62.2%) 
1183 (28.5%) 


2003 vote change 
1069 (42.7%) -10.5 
741 (27.1%) +1.4 


a/f campaign 
Castle & Priory 
Coseley East 
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Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Princes End 987 (33.5%) 754 (37.0%) -3.5 
Tipton Green 651 (6.2%) 526 (12.8%) -6.6 
Tivedale 1174 (40.5%) 788 (30.2%) +10.3 
Great Bridge 880 (24.8%) 112 (31.5%) -6.7 






























































BROXBOURNE 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Cheshunt North 622 (30.7%) 451 (30.8%) -0.1 SN/LL 902307 sonore 
Cheshunt Central 425 (20.0%) 252 (16.0%) +4.0  SN/LL 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Grays Riverside 479 (26.5%) 552 (38.2%) @ -i1.7 
® 
a 
iv SUNDERLAND 
7 Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Redhill 716 (23.7%) DNS 
, Hendon 504 (17.6%) 619 (15.5%) -2.1 
A Castle 687 (24.1%) 752 (23.2%) -0.9 

v 

i's SPECIAL 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 4 nese 
Morley South 1263 (17.4%) 1064 (19.0%) -1.6 SN/LL/TC/DM/KU i 
Burmantofts/Richmond Hill 949 (15.8%) 550 (19.9%) 4.1 : 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Osseti 945 (17.4%) 784 (18.6%) -1.2 SN 
Horbury with South Ossett 978 (16.4%) 629 (15.5%) +0:9"") SN 
Hemsworth 508 (13.3%) DNS SN/LL 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Orrell 672) (45527) 368 (12.5%) HT) SNILE 
Abram 647 (21.0%) 576 (25.9%) -4.9  SN/LL/TC 
BLACKBURN & DARWEN 
Authority/ward 2004 vote 2003 vote change a/f campaign 
Mill Hill 377 (16.5%) B77 (S2'0%) 15°57) SN Special localised 
Liversay with Pleasington 499 (16.9%) DNS SN material 

produced to 

Authority/ward 2004 vot 2003 vot hang /f igi ~sileoclbeaie! 
uthority/war vote vote change a/f campaign : : 
Hyde Newton 814 (18.7%) 578 (25.2%) 65 laeiopetion 
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(1) Heckondwike by-election AGUIDE TO the number of people who fs archii ht 
August 2003 be conducted entirely by ISSUE 2 


: co aga lel tems) a (ele 7 tee 
(2) Abbey Green by-election, postal voting. Instead of 


isiti ling booth you : : : 
September 2003 su bare noe ale poses OUR REGIONN cS 
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September 2003 All you have to do is 
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DNS = Did not stand 0: 
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SN = Searchlight newspaper es —— VO TE HOPE NOT “ 
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espite managing only a miserly seven 
candidates during the June elections, the 
National Front’s much convicted thug and de 
facto leader, Terry Blackham, must have been 
dipping into his ever-ready defence fund (the 
NF is always putting the hat round to help arrested 
members) to stump up the money for the NF candidate 
at Birmingham's Hodge Hill parliamentary by-election 
last month, James William Starkey. With his handle-bar 
moustache and blazer with a badge sewn onto it, the 
prospective parliamentary candidate posed for his 
election address with his hands protecting his crutch 
and what appeared to be lorgnettes draped around his 
neck. Indeed, he looked like a parody of Windsor Davis 
meets Rigsby. One can hardly wait to see what Terry will 
be wearing when he fronts the beak on 5 August as a 
result of his arrest in Peterborough a few months ago. 
















Something new behind the NF? 

The NF has decided to add to its crippled stable of 
publications. This of course does not mean it has new 
readers, or even many members that can read, but it is 
now intent on publishing two-fold the illiterate rubbish 
that it allows rednecks to spout on its website. It may 
seem surprising that the NF should do something that 
will increase the risk of prosecution under the race 
relation laws, but there is a growing sense of excitement 
in some quarters of the party that it could be about to 
clean up as a result of the internal strife fermenting in 
the British National Party. 

What is getting the NF going is the BNP’s growing 
penchant for Jewish candidates and possibly even black 
members. As I have often said before, Mr Blackham is 
not himself a huge fan of the eternal “Jewish” question 
that the older members of the BNP have always set so 
much store by (indeed he used to positively run and 
hide when the BNP’s Richard Edmonds was close by 
with the BNP paper Holocaust News). So I’m beginning 
to wonder if that could be why the normally willing 
parachutist does not feature as one of the leading 
distributors of the party's newspaper, The Flame. To say 
The Flame has been increasingly antisemitic as well as 
sporadic of late is an understatement. Our Tel used to be 
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Fat Matt is back... 


. In a new regular column Matthew Collins, a former 
=\ Searchlight mole inside the far right, gives his views on 
= the latest developments inside the British National Party 





Handbags, flags 
and glad rags 


the numero uno at buying and giving away copies of the 
party paper, but The Flame does seem awfully similar to 
the old BNP periodical British Nationalist (in content, 
not regularity) of late. 

While Tyndall has always said he would not leave or 
split the BNP, those around him are keen for him to realise 
that the NF is ripe for a political makeover. This would not 
be too dissimilar to when Tyndall advised the 154 
members of his Greater Britain Movement to join the 
fledgling NF back in the 1960s. Within months, he was the 
leader of a street army that went on to grow to thousands 
within a couple of years. Now with Tyndall’s outraged and 
disenfranchised supporters forming the Spearhead Group 
(the same name as the paramilitary organisation Tyndall 
once ran), I can understand what the delightful Shirley 
Bassey was singing about in A little bit of history repeating 
itself. (And to think last month it was only the spirit of ’79 
I could feel!) 

We'll have to wait and see if anybody ever manages to 
get their hands on the NF’s latest venture, which will go 
by the name Britain First - another name resurrected 
from the past. It could be what my editor describes as 
representative of the other wing of far-right populism. 
One suspects it will be more to Terry’s liking, with 
articles on football hooliganism, “queer baiting” and 
“Paddy bashing”. 

As Terry strives to keep control of his increasingly 
structureless party, June’s internal NF members’ bulletin 
has a plea to members to be aware that “poaching” 
season is on again, and they should let the NF know if 
they have been contacted by “other organisations” so 
the NF can “take action to prevent all our good work 
being affected”. As well as moaning about a lack of 
drivers to ferry activists around (few members are old 
enough) June's bulletin has Terry stamped all over it: 
liber patriotic, iiber shambolic, tiber idiotic. 

Perhaps Terry has taken umbrage with the Flame’s 
strange claim that it is “published regularly and 
quarterly”. Of course, it would not be the grammar 
to which he objects, so perhaps it is the extreme content 
of The Flame and his realisation that his apolitical 
version of the NF appears to be caught between Nick 
Griffin's BNP and the swelling ranks of the “Tyndallites”. 


' 





Certainly the Tyndallites, in the guise of Bernard 
Franklin, appear to have taken control of The Flame 
though this has not helped its sporadic distribution. 
Franklin is a former leading light in the 100% nazi League 
of St George and a close associate of Keith “Shekels” 
Thompson, now a bosom confidant of Tyndall. 

The lack of leadership in the NF means there has been 
no official comment from the party on the debate and 
flailing arms inside the BNP on the issue of black 
members. The NF’s problem is that its leaders do not 
meet or even communicate with each other, but they are 
certainly united on not ever accepting black members in 
the NF and Terry has expressed satisfaction to those 
close to him over the reaction inside the BNP. But he 
must have a very short memory as he has not always 
objected so strongly to black people. I remember him 
looking very confused and harangued when confronted 
by an angry NF bin man, among others, back in 1990 
after Blackham voted in favour of a proposal by Martin 
Wingfield —- then an NF member, now one of the top five 
in the BNP — to allow black pensioners continued right 
of residency in the UK should the NF come to power. 

In the run-up to his court appearance in August, Terry 
knows the last thing he needs now is another spell at an 
establishment of Her Majesty with so much brewing 
around him. We already know that terrible things 
happen to and in the NF when Terry's not around. 
The NF’s “national rally” in London on 31 July had the 
makings of a real hoot. I’ll fetch my coat .... 


The BNP and all that jazz 

Over in the BNP, members have by all accounts taken 
their June election flop lying down, with a touch of 
sheen where necessary. Griffin even wrote on the party 
website hours after the party’s failure to win any MEPs 
or greatly increase its number of councillors that it was 
an opportunity to build a truly “revolutionary” 
nationalist movement. All seemed mildly content, 





except for John Salvage, who was unable to do just that 
with his council seat in the Midlands. In an open letter, 
Salvage heaped scorn on Searchlight and its many 
volunteers for their efforts in unseating him and 
keeping out over 300 other BNP candidates. As ever, 
most of the venom was directed at Gerry “Bagel” Gable, 
Searchlight’s publisher, who Salvage claims once stood 
for election himself but in the same breath claims has 
never dared to “put himself on the political platform’. 
Make your mind up John, has he or hasn't he? John also 
claims that some mystery people hid or did not deliver 
ballot papers and BNP election addresses. Remember 
folks, just because the voices in your head are not real, 
it does not mean their advice is not good. 

Sensing that he could well be the man of the moment 
for five more minutes in a long and undistinguished 
political career, BNP founder John Tyndall set out his 
own view on the election. “JT” envisaged such a defeat 
back in 1999 when he was still the leader of a perfectly 
formed Nazi party. Indeed, he claims he was “95 per 
cent” convinced that the European elections were a 
waste of time and money. You see, he’s been around for 
donkey's years, our John, and has seen and done it all. 
He's even got the uniform to prove as much, apparently. 

Writing in his post election “special”, Tyndall describes 
the decision to stand in the Euro elections as “expedient”. 
And despite being ordered to stay indoors by the party 
leadership in the run-up to the elections, June's edition 
of his magazine Spearhead claims on the back page, 
“We met at Clitheroe”. And no, it’s not apropos an ode to 
Mrs Tyndall, it’s JT letting the BNP leadership know that 
he was still on the campaign trail, whether they liked it or 
not. Given the recently expressed view by the BNP 
leadership about Tyndall’s unsavoury past, a more apt 
headline would have been, “Not a political uniform in 
sight”. But we hear he is having a struggle getting his 
jackboots on these days. Like the man whose oratorial 
skills he so faithfully copies, the late Sir Oswald Mosley, 
JT is now suffering from phlebitis. 

Also in June’s Teutonic edition of Spearhead is a letter 
from former Communist Party member Harry Mullin. 
Harry, now a fascist sympathiser, must be a little tall for 
his age as the subject of his letter to Spearhead was a 
complaint that MI5 no longer recruits people over 5ft 
llin. He thinks this could result in the security of our 
country falling into the hands of “smaller ethnic types”. 
Quite true, Harry. Black dwarves spying on people is 
just not on when there are so many 6ft Aryans sitting 
around with nothing to do. “Who dreams up these 
fantastic ideas?” he begs. Let’s hope Harry does not 
revert to sending soiled condoms in the post now he is 
so grown-up. 

I was delighted to receive in Bradford last month a 
framed copy of the letter the BNP has been distributing 
about me. As my unpaid publicist, the BNP’s press 
officer, Dr Stuart Harling Russell, does very well. 
I’ve been up and down the country explaining myself 
and the contents of the letter non-stop. While staying 
with my new mate in Bradford, I also managed to get my 
hands on a copy of the hot off the press latest edition of 
Spearhead. Inside, JT writes at length (and length and 
length) about his recent trip to the USA. “Three times” 
JT tells us he has been to New Orleans, but he has 
“no interest whatsoever” with the fine jazz the city is 
famous for. We know exactly what JT should do with any 
spare magazines he picked up there then: give them to 
“Shekels” Thompson. We've got a large collection of his 
“jazz” mags resting against the wall where Dr Russell's 
letter now hangs in pride of place. 


Tyndall and 
the boys pore 
over their jazz 
collection 
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by Kate Taylor 


a new group last month that is dedicated to 

opposing the proposed EU constitution. The UK 
Independence Party played a key role in its formation 
and since its inception has fostered links with hardliners 
in Brussels which have already raised eyebrows. 

The Independence and Democracy Group (IDG) - 
formerly the Group for a Europe of Democracy and 
Diversities (EDD) — now boasts 37 MEPs following the 
success of Eurosceptic parties in the June elections. 

The UKIP’s Nigel Farage is joint leader of the new 
group with the more liberal Danish MEP Jens-Peter 
Bonde, an uncomfortable alliance. The UKIP, which had 
12 MEPs elected, is among those in the IDG who adopt a 
hardline approach to the issue of Europe. This is likely to 
lead to tensions between them and the other branch of 
Eurosceptics — such as the Swedish and Danish June 
movements, the Dutch ChristianUnie, and the 
Mouvement pour la France — which advocate reform 
rather than withdrawal. 

The IDG reached the crucial number of 37 MEPs, 
needed to table amendments to legislation, after the 
UKIP recruited Itlay’s hardline separatist Northern 
League. The group now intends to table a barrage of 
amendments to wreck legislation. 

But it is the alliance with the 10 Polish representatives 
in the IDG that has brought the UKIP into controversy. 
Like the UKIP, the League of Polish Families (Liga 
Polskich Rodzin —- LPR) advocates withdrawal from the 
EU. But it has also been accused a number of times of 
antisemitism and homophobia. 

The LPR is a far-right political party formed shortly 
before the Polish parliamentary elections of September 
2001. It achieved a breakthrough, winning nearly 8% of 
the vote and 40 seats. Its support from Radio Maryja, a 
mass audience Catholic nationalist radio station, 
ensured that it received strong backing soon after its 
formation. According to recent opinion polls, its support 
has almost doubled in the past couple of years. 

Radio Maryja often airs antisemitic statements. 
A programme in 2002 warned against an alleged Jewish 
“invasion” of Poland. Since autumn 2002, the LPR has 
gradually lost the support of the founder of Radio 
Maryja, Father Tadeusz Rydzyk, who apparently no 
longer trusts the party’s leaders. However, the LPR has 
still been able to position itself as the main opponent to 
Polish membership of the EU. Like the UKIP it has 
capitalised on the fears of conservative sections of the 
population who resist integration. 

The LPR’s youth wing, the All-Polish Youth, consists 
mainly of skinheads and has organised concerts featuring 
extreme-right bands such as Twierdza (Fortress). 

One of the LPR’s founders and leaders is Ryszard 
Bender, a historian and a former MP in the communist 
parliament of the 1980s. In 2000 Bender publicly 
defended the convicted Holocaust denier Dariusz 


FE ves'ec in the European Parliament launched 


Searchlight August 2004 16 


Ratajczak and asserted that Auschwitz was not a death 
camp, causing a national scandal in Poland. 

The LPR has voiced militant opposition to gay pride 
marches in Warsaw and Krakow. One leading party 
figure told the Sunday Herald that the LPR would 
oppose demonstrations of a “condition [homosexuality] 
which is unacceptable from the moral point of view”. 
The All-Polish Youth was said to be involved in violent 
clashes at the march. 

Nonetheless, support for the LPR is at an all-time 
high. In the elections to the European Parliament in 
June the LPR received 16% of the vote, coming second 
in a very low voter turnout. 

The UKIP claims its alliance with the LPR is based 
solely on the Polish party’s attitude towards the EU. 
But the fact that the UKIP is prepared to overlook the 
LPR’s extreme views and history has caused shock. 

David Martin, a leading Labour MEP, said: “If you 
judge parties by their friends, UKIP have proved to be as 
unsavoury as many of us predicted. They claim their 
[group’s] only uniting factor is their opposition to the 
EU, but it’s clear UKIP are prepared to play fast and 
loose with anti-libertarian parties and ideals and racist 
and xenophobic policies.” 

The UKIP’s Nigel Farage said, “What they stand for 
domestically is not our affair ... We have been convinced 
that there is nothing about the policy of this party that is 
anti-Semitic. We are convinced that the people that have 
been elected to that parliament are not going to cause us 
a problem. If they were going to cause us a problem, the 
association clearly wouldn't be maintained.” 

On the home front the UKIP’s troubles continued last 
month when it was forced to act against one of its MEPs. 
Ashley Mote, elected as a UKIP MEP for South East 
England in June had his party whip withdrawn after it 
emerged that he faces a court case in autumn over 
allegations of housing benefit fraud. 

A UKIP statement said: “The whip has been removed 
because Mr Mote did not inform the party of this 
situation before, during or immediately after the 
European Election campaign...Mr Mote will not be 
taking his seat in the new Independence and 
Democracy Group in the European Parliament.” 

In October 2002 Mote addressed a_ far-right 
Conservative Democratic Alliance meeting at the 
Conservative Party conference. Also present were Derek 
Turner, an Irish nazi and editor of the racist Right Now 
magazine, and Adrian Davies, chairman of the Freedom 
Party and barrister to the Holocaust denier David Irving. 

Another UKIP MEP achieved notoriety last month 
after saying that women do not clean behind the fridge 
enough. Godfrey Bloom, a Freedom Associaton 
member, said “no self-respecting small businessman ... 
would ever employ a lady of child-bearing age”. He has 
put himself forward as a member of the European 
Parliament's women’s rights committee. 






by Gerry Gable 


he first three by-elections contested by the British 
Tice Party since the elections of 10 June produced 

no new councillors for the fascist party. Laurence Rustem, 
the BNP’s member from north London's Turkish community, 
came closest to victory on 15 July with second place in Barking 
and Dagenham’s Valence ward in east London. 

Rustem, who previously stood for the BNP in the London 
Assembly and European Parliament elections in June, got 
576 votes (31.5%) to Labour's 761. One of the faces of the 
BNP’s attempt to show it is not racist, Rustem was one of 
three members of the party's Ethnic Liaison Committee. 
One of his colleagues was his landlord at the time, the 
much convicted Colin Smith from Bexley. 

Rustem’s appointment did him little good within the BNP 
Within days of its announcement he was roughed up by 
BNP activists rather less enamoured than their leaders with 
Rustem’s Turkish origins. 

Searchlight and community anti-fascist activists mounted a 
strong campaign in Valence in an effort to ensure the BNP’s 
freak victories in nearby Loughton in June were not repeated. 

The BNP will return to Barking and Dagenham later in the 
year to contest Goresbrook ward, which it holds out as an 
even better prospect. 

In the neighbouring borough of Havering, Mark Blunden, 
a more low-profile BNP candidate, came third with 549 
votes (21.3%). His rival on the far right, David Durant of 
Third Way, hardly dented Blunden’s result, with a mere 93 
votes (3.5%). Durant was well known as one of Nick 
Griffin’s “political soldiers” at the end of the 1980s. 

The BNP’s Havering organiser Alan Bailey, the man who 
cannot keep his hands to himself, was on paper in charge 
of both local campaigns. In reality the man running things 
was Eddy Butler the well known nazi thug from East London, 
now resident in Loughton. 

In Blackburn’s Earcroft ward, where there were two 
vacancies, the BNP candidates together took 10% of the 
vote, trailing 7th and 1Oth. The BNP website put the party’s 
poor showing down to an independent candidate, Trevor 
Maxfield, being a former BNP candidate, which split the 
vote. It fails to mention that Robin Evans, who stood for 
the even more extreme British National Socialist Party, was 
a former BNP councillor in Blackburn. From the dizzy 
heights of a by-election win in November 2002, he now 
scrapes the bucket with hardly more votes than the number 
of assentors on his ballot form. 

A more likely reason for the BNP’s poor showing in 
Blackburn is that many of the BNP’s activists there have 
been dragged through the courts because of their football 
hooligan activities. 

The BNP did not bother to contest the two parliamentary 
by-elections on the same day but the National Front must 
have thought it had something to gain by fielding John 
William Starkey in Hodge Hill. Birmingham is one of the few 
places in the country where the NF has any following at all 
outside London. However Starkey managed no better than 
fifth place with 805 votes (3.9%) . 

It appears to be BNP policy now to contest all council by- 
elections that come up. Organised local activity against the 
fascists normally ensures their prospects take a dive but 


y-elections bring 
more fascist failures 





Butler lives in hope of slipping the odd one through in some 
remote ward where a by-election may go almost unnoticed 
in the wider community. 

The BNP leaders hover like vultures waiting for 
councillors to die. Early information of forthcoming by- 
elections makes it easier to build resistance to the fascists 
at community level. 

As Searchlight goes to press, the NF has announced it is 
fighting a by-election in St Dunstans and Stepney Green in 
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. Its candidate is the 
unadorable Lynda Miller, noted for her volatile disposition 
directed more at fellow fascists than at her political 
opponents. She has passed through several fascist and 
Ku Klux Klan groups and last year caused a disturbance 
at a London BNP rally when she abused another member. 
This may explain why she is now standing for the NF. 

Miller's election leaflet calls for “maximum use of council 
resources to improve our quality of life with a cleaner and 
safer St. Dunstans and Stepney Green”. A first step might 
be to rid the borough of the woman who has held Ku Klux 
Klan gatherings at her council flat. 
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News from the sewers 
Banking on lies 





Two BNP 
activists in 
Southend for 
the visit of 
their leader 
Nick Griffin 





National Party’s accounts is against human rights, 

undemocratic and possibly illegal, the fascist party’s 
leaders are telling their members and financial backers. 
In private they are heaving a huge sigh of relief. 

The reason is the sorry state of the BNP’s financial 
records and the growing concern that the party will be 
unable to furnish an accurate account of its election 
income and expenditure to Electoral Commission. Failure to 
comply with the spending and reporting requirements of the 
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 
(PPERA 2000) is a criminal offence. 

Back biting and recrimination appear to have been the 
order of the day since the election with some branches 
having no financial records at all and others trying to make 
them up as they go along. This is entirely the BNP’s own 
fault; it has nothing to do with Barclays’ overdue decision to 
shut down the BNP accounts. 

The BNP had already told the Electoral Commission that 
it cannot guarantee compliance with the PPERA 2000 on 
the grounds that the Sunday People had obtained details of 
one of the party’s bank accounts. The newspaper probably 
had no more than what appears on any cheque but it would 
do as an excuse. 

Customers of Barclaycard had their own reasons to 
complain to the bank in the run-up to the June elections 


T:: decision by Barclays Bank to close the British 
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when they found their monthly statements had been 
opened and BNP hate material inserted. Some building 
society customers found similar material inside paying-in 
envelopes in branches. 

The Sunday People’s investigation resulted in an exposé 
on 30 May which disclosed that the BNP banked at 
Barclays and had £100,000 in one account alone - this at 
a time when the party was sending out begging appeals to 
its members. Since then the bank had apparently been 
reconsidering the business relationship. Barclays, once the 
target of boycotts and protests for its role as the bankers for 
the South African apartheid regime changed tack many 
years ago and became what it describes as “ethical 
bankers”. An old cynic like me might think a more 
significant reason for Barclays pulling the plug on the BNP 
was its links with Saudi Arabia and Arab oil. Nick Griffin’s 
disgusting remarks about Islam on the BBC’s Secret Agent 
TV documentary on 15 July, the day before the bank’s 
announcement, was the last straw. 

The BNP claims that the Sunday People “hounded” the 
mother of its “former National Treasurer” John Brayshaw in 
an attempt to speak to Brayshaw, and that journalists 
should have approached the BNP’s lying press officer 
Dr Stuart Harling Russell. In fact they did and Russell 
refused to give them the name of the new treasurer. 

Apropos Russell, at long last | was able to go head to head 
with him on BBC Radio Merseyside after the TV exposé. 
Our clash ended with me offering to show him my birth 
certificate if he would show me his. Actually we have seen it 
and he is certainly not Dr Phill Edwards, as he makes out, but 
Stuart Russell as we have explained for the past five years. 

So if any BNP member has been left holding the dirty end 
of the stick pertaining to financial matters, we are sure the 
police would be pleased to hear from them, or if they are 
reluctant to go down that path, we at Searchlight would be 
all ears. Is the BNP’s London Heritage account held at 
Barclays too? 

In 42 years of dealing with British fascists | have never 
seen them in such a tizzy over a TV exposé. | have been 
wrongly and libellously accused of being a convicted burglar, 
connected to a man who ran a paedophile ring of rent boys, 
directly connected with said paedophile ring, and, in 
another variant, that Searchlight was founded by people 
running a rent boy paedophile ring. 

| have always indulged Griffin’s and his members’ 
ignorance in the past but not this time. They will need more 
than the low level legal advice of the quarter-wit Lee Barnes 
to get them out of this one. Despite the law degree Barnes is 
not a practising solicitor and judging by the misspelt and ill- 
conceived threatening letters he sends to all and sundry, he 
has no status at all. With all that money slushing around 
Griffin might at least have retained a real legal adviser. 

Clearly our exposé of Sid Chaney, that evil old swine who 
stood for the BNP in Basildon and the Eastern Region in 
June, has damaged the party. Chaney had a provable 
connection to one of this country’s most notorious 
paedophiles, the late Frank Beck, whom he described in the 
Appeal Court as his dear friend. 

Chaney crawled out from under his rock to tell a local rag 
that he had issued a High Court writ against me. | don’t see 
any writ but | do see my colleagues and me being libelled 
in a way described by a lawyer as one of the most serious 
he has ever seen. See you in court. 

While all this was going on Griffin popped down to 
address the faithful in Southend. One of his thugs Matt 
Single, another candidate, spat in the face of a woman 
journalist resulting in his arrest. A couple of others sprayed 
a toxic substance into the eyes of some of the anti-fascist 
protesters. The police are still seeking them. 
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Beyond the gates of hell 

by Colin Rushton 

Published by Mediaworld PR Ltd 
ISBN 1-904502-46-6 


Review by Kate Taylor 


WHEN EXAMINING THE FACTS of the Nazi Holocaust it 
can be easy to lose sight of the human element of the 
tragedy and become bogged down with the sheer 
enormity of the horrors. 

It is only through hearing the individual stories of those 
who endured the death camps and survived that we able 
to give a face to the nameless and a voice to the unheard. 

Beyond the Gates of Heil tells one such story of survival 
in the face of death, and courage in the face of adversity. 
It is an incredible tale of strength and endurance 
through the attempted extermination of Europe's Jewry. 

Colin Rushton relays the harrowing story of Mayer 
Hersh, who has dedicated his life to educating future 
generations about what really happened in the 
concentration camps. 

Mayer Hersh, formerly Herszkowicz, has lived in 
England for 60 years. This is his account of life in the hell 
of nine different concentration camps. 

In 1940 at the tender age of 13 his journey into hell 
began, as he started what was to be five years of hard 
labour for the Germans. His family came from the town 
of Sieradz in prewar western Poland. With his parents, 
sister and four brothers, Mayer shared a one-bed- 
roomed flat in the oldest part of town. Throughout the 
1920s and 1930s times were economically hard, but 
the family was very close and loving. 

But the shadows of antisemitism and racism were 
beginning to grow as war once again approached. 

The caretaker of Mayer's building was its only non- 
Jewish inhabitant. Mayer recalls hearing him say in the 
courtyard, “When the Germans come in, they’ll cut off 
all Jewish heads”. 

Sadly this prophecy came true. In 1938, the day after he 
turned 13, Mayer was told the news that the Germans had 
invaded. Life as he knew it would never be the same again. 
Occupation began and Mayer was soon to witness the 
horrors it would bring. He recalls a 
family shot against a wall while 
pleading for mercy, and describes 
other families being forced into 
the streets and lined up The fear 
that Mayer's family felt, thinking 
that they would be next, is 
conveyed with chilling accuracy. 

As Rushton points out, “This 
occupation was not simply to be 
about life and death, but also 
constant acute mental trauma 
and torment for the survivors, 
day in day out, month in month 
out for a period of time, the 
length of which they knew not”. 

In March 1940, in the middle of 
the night, an armed German 
soldier knocked on the family’s 
door. Mayer was told to get dressed 
and leave the home. He had 
been called up for forced labour. 
His mother helped him pack, but 
he did not say goodbye to his 
brothers and sister. Not wishing to 
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draw attention to his father, he did not say goodbye to him 
either — something that has left him with a deep feeling of 
guilt to this day. This was the last time he saw them. 

His journey took him first to a huge prison in Sieradz, 
alongside his closest school friend David Josefowicz, 
and then on to the Otoczno camp. One day early in his 
captivity, both had to watch a large number of friends 
being horrifically hung for trying to get food to quell 
their hunger pangs. Over the next five years, witnessing 
such executions was to become commonplace. 

The next camp he was sent to was Lusenheim to build 
the continuation of the railway system. After that was 
complete, he was sent on to camp number three, at 
Guttenbrun near Poznan. 

His fourth camp was that most synonymous with 
death — Auschwitz-Birkenau. Before arriving there, he 
had already survived three years and two months. 
Even this was against the odds. For the duration of his 
18 months stay he was housed in barrack 24 in D camp. 
Such was the intensity and torturous regime at 
Auschwitz that Mayer’s previous three camps, which 
at the time he had considered to be hell on earth, 
now seemed reasonable in comparison. 

Death was all consuming in Auschwitz. But Mayer was 
learning how to survive. He escaped the dreaded 
Mengele selections, when the Nazi eugenicist would 
come and pick out prisoners to experiment on. On one 
occasion a young boy who had been handpicked by 
Mengele, and who would no doubt die that day, turned 
to Mayer and asked, “Why was I picked? I look no worse 
than you.” A couple nearby replied, in an attempt to 
comfort the boy, “your suffering has finished now, ours 
will go on a bit longer and we will die just the same”. 

As the Russians drew closer and the war was nearly 
over, Mayer began the most brutal physical task that he 
had ever undertaken. The death marches, where Jewish 
prisoners were made to move at high speed for days to 
avoid the approaching allied forces, were too much for 
many already weakened by years in the brutal camps. 
By the end of the march, more were dead than alive. 

At Theresienstadt, in April 1945, the Russians finally 
liberated the prisoners. Mayer was 18 and nearly dead 
from typhus. He could not even lift his head, but joy 
filled him and he vowed to fight the illness. Many Jews 
died at this, the eleventh hour, 
some weakened from illness, 
others having lost the will to live. 

Mayer's tenacity saw him begin 
to rebuild his life in Britain. 
But the rest of his family was not 
so fortunate. Before the war over 
100 members of his extended 
family lived in Poland. Not one 
survived the Holocaust. 

Beyond the Gates of Hellis a truly 
affecting story of survival. It shows 
_ how it is possible to remain 
| human in the face of brutality. 
Mayer’s personality is conveyed 
| fully by Colin Rushton - his 
| warmth and serenity, his despair 
yet acceptance, his bravery and his 
| courage. This tale is both moving 
_ and inspiring. It is recommended 
' treading for anyone interested in 
_ one man’s incredible tale of how 
| he beat the odds and survived 
_ through one of the most barbaric 
_ periods in human history. 
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Brownshirts take over 
National Alliance 


From Sven Johansen for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 


A NAZI SECT LEADER who loves uniforms has moved in to 
take over the tattered remnants of Kjell Tore Vogsland’s 
National Alliance (NA). With Terje Nordlien, the 32-year- 
old boss of the Norwegian National Socialist Movement 
(NNSB), has come a pack of notorious nazis. 

The NA to date has been little more than a political belly 
flop, performed by amateurish organisers adept only at leaking 
their plans to anti-fascists. Its fanciful dreams of taking 10% 
of the vote in elections ended with a pathetic 0.1%. 

A circus-like intermission under a new name, Norwegian 
People’s Party, led by the Progress Party expellee Oddbjorn 
“Oddball” Jonstad, resulted in internal warfare and Jonstad 
walked out. According to those who remained in the party, 
however, Jonstad was thrown out for treating the party as 
his private property and for his gross tactical ineptitude. 

Never one to pass up the chance of retaliation, Jonstad sent 
Searchlight’s sister magazine, Monitor, an abusive email about 
the NA in which he stated that it consisted only of “a few 
socially and ideologically retarded brats [who] have no 
understanding of organisational work or democratic decisions”. 

Since then, the NA has limited itself to running a website. 
It did not stand in the last elections because it received too 
few votes in the previous election to continue as a 
registered political party. 

Some time ago, Monitor learned that Nordlien was 
nursing plans to do his bit for the NA. Nordlien is best 
remembered as the enthusiastic leader of the NNSB’s Hird 
troop (named after Vidkun Quisling’s wartime Nazi militia). 
Nordlien devoted much energy to ensuring that the Hird 
looked publicly impressive, producing a detailed uniform 
code for his cross between the Hitler Youth and the Boy 
Scouts. With characteristic modesty, he awarded himself 
the ranks of both Major and Fuhrer of his Hird. 

Foreign nazis have found Nordlien’s obsessive interest in 
uniforms curious and even risible. At home, however, he 
seems to have found a surprising level of acceptance for his 
theatrical fetish. 

Nordlien, it seems, is not the only NA nazi who wants to 





return to the old disciplines. Also on the NA executive is 
Brian David Duryee, a man with an unhealthy fascination 
with clapped-out race theories and Aryan mysticism. Hiding 
behind the alias ProHvit (ProWhite), Duryee, 34, was also 
an eager participant on the now closed internet debate 
forum Fridebatt, which belonged to the NA. 

On his own homepage, the American-born Duryee flashes 
his Mensa membership number and mixes holiday photos 
from around the world with nazi links and short poems such 
as Rudyard Kipling’s The White Man’s Burden. He also 
makes a habit of posting customer reviews on Amazon, 
where he describes his main interests as “neuro-science, 
race, bio-politics and eugenics”. 

Jon Christian Gulbrandsen, at 27 a veteran of the Oslo 
nazi scene, also sits on the NA’s executive. Guldbrandsen 
was present when Tom Kimmo Eiternes, a fellow nazi loony, 
turned up at a pro-apartheid protest at the South African 
embassy a few years ago clad in a vomit green silk Ku Klux 
Klan outfit. Gulbrandsen has also held leading positions in 
other minuscule extreme right-wing groups. Although he 
moved out of Oslo a few years ago, he continues to consort 
with well-known nazis from the city. 

With these types pushing their chests out, it is clear that 
the NA has become full-blown nazi. However, many people 
are wondering why Nordlien and his band of cranks are 
taking over what is essentially a political bankruptcy. The NA 
is not a registered party, it has no financial resources, no 
cadres and hardly any members. That there is a market for 
a political party led by Hitler-worshipping brownshirts is also 
very doubtful. 

Despite its new leadership, the NA insists it is 
a democratic party. On its website, it claims it is “a 
democratic, nationally-minded party, with a strong focus 
on democratic rights such as free speech and the right to 
assemble”. The statement drones on: “We will never 
consciously work with or help anti-democratic forces, 
whether they be named Tore Tvedt [another nazi head 
case] or Mullah Krekar [a Islamic extremist]. On the 
contrary, we are aware that our opponents and 
provocateurs try to put it differently. That is part of their 
tactics against us, to spread lies. However, it shows that 
we are feared ...” 

The authors of these laughable claims now have a leader 
who doubles as the boss of the NNSB, an organisation that 
idolises Hitler and Quisling and which, on its website, touts 
links to violent groups such as the Swedish Legion Wasa 
and the US National Alliance. 
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Steverma(tte! 
fir den 
Synagogenbau! 





Constitutional court allows 


public display of antisemitism 


Nazi banner 
declares “No 
public funds 
for building 
synagogues!” 


Breaking the 
law with 
impunity, a 
nazi banner 
urges 
“Forward 
National 
Socialists!” 


From Graeme Atkinson in Bochum 


TWO HUNDRED NAZIS, overwhelmingly German but 
including a handful of Dutch, marched through the city 
of Bochum on 26 June in an unprecedented open 
demonstration of antisemitism. 

The purpose of the march organised by the British 
National Party's German allies, the National- 
demokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD), and 
so-called Freie Nationalisten (free nationalists) was to 
protest at the building of a synagogue in the city in 
Germany’s industrial Ruhr region. Top nazi thug Sven 
Skoda, from Diisseldorf but currently a student in 
The Netherlands, bragged loudly that this was “the first 
demonstration against the building of a synagogue in 
the federal republic’s history”. 

The demonstration had originally been scheduled for 
March but was banned. Successive appeals, however, 
going right up to the Federal Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe, culminated with the prohibition being 
overturned and the nazis given the permission of 
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Germany’s highest court to parade their open anti- 
Jewish hatred through the streets. 

The concession from the nazis that “persuaded” the 
court was a change in the title of the demonstration 
from “Stop the building of the synagogue — €4 million 
for the people” to “No taxpayers’ money for building the 
synagogue — for freedom of opinion”, although nobody 
else could see the difference. 

As a result, the nazis were able to march chanting 
‘Jews out” and then after a long pause “of Palestine”. 
The message was clear but the police did not interfere 
with the bawling nazis whose other slogans included, 
“I am delighted to be anti-Jewish” and “stop the building 
of the synagogue — we are the people!” 

If the slogans were bad, the speeches at the nazis’ rally 
were even worse. Axel Reitz, for example, a rabid 
antisemite from the Kampfbund Deutsche Sozialisten, 
demanded that the Jews, whom he called “the long 
noses”, should “disappear out of the country”. 








Claus Cremer, the NPD’s deputy chairman in 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, launched a violent anti-Jewish 
tirade in which he said he was “anti-Jewish and proud of 
it’. He told his audience that a city with debts of, 
he claimed, €800 million should not be spending 
money on a synagogue and that those who wanted the 
building should pay for it themselves. 

Echoing the kind of filth that Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, spouts about Muslims, Cremer went on to rant 
and rave that the Jewish holy script, the Talmud, 
“permits sex with girls as soon as they enter their fourth 
year” and cited this as the reason for his opposition to 
the building of the first synagogue in the city since Hitler 
destroyed the previous one in 1938. 

Reitz likewise quoted fictional passages from 
the Talmud to justify his visceral opposition to the 
construction of a place of worship for Bochum’s Jewish 
community, boasted that he was “a national socialist” 
and urged Germans to put their national interests in the 
forefront in the same manner as the Jews, whom 
he blamed for bringing antisemitism upon themselves. 

Although the police stated after the demonstration 
that they would be studying a video of the event to 
see whether charges could be brought against the 
organisers or participants, there is no doubt that 
the staging of the march and rally was a victory for the 
nazis and was seen by them as such. 

A Freie Nationalisten activist said: “the demonstration 
was a victory for the “National Resistance” and a 
capitulation by the city of Bochum and our political 
opponents”. Others boasted on nazi websites that the 
demonstration was “a total success” and ridiculed anti- 
fascists, claiming that “the radical left and the Antifa are 
dead” and “the streets of Bochum now belong to the 
National Resistance”. 

The high level of police protection for the nazis was 
apparent not least from the way in which the police 
blocked off streets making it impossible for anti-fascist 
protesters to reach the demonstration. When a few anti- 
fascist women did manage to get through police 
cordons and attempted to sit down in the path of the 
nazi march, they were encircled by police who then 
politely escorted the nazis past the protesters. Other 
protesters, found themselves repeatedly stopped and 
harassed by police and were forced to wait while their 
identity cards were checked on police computers. 

This was in stark contrast to the gentle treatment of 
the nazis, some of whom defied the law by wearing 
masks and taking photographs and video film of any 
counter demonstrators who got near. 

As one anti-fascist said at the end of a day’s events that 
brought shame on the city of Bochum: “one was left with 
the clear impression that for the police the enemy was 
those who demonstrated against the fascists”. 
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Frankenstein meets 
Dr Mengele in London 


By our European editor 


A TOP GERMAN NAZI has launched a “Boys from Brazil” 
type eugenics project that could involve British women 
becoming surrogate mothers for childless German nazi 
couples. 

Jurgen Rieger, a well-heeled Hamburg lawyer and 
friend of the British National Party, took his nightmarish 
vision a step closer to reality recently with the purchase 
of a 19th century manor house and land totalling 26,000 
square metres in the picturesque village of Dorverden in 
Lower Saxony for the relatively cheap price of £170,000. 

The property, which until recently was used as a 
barracks for German army officers, will be used in two or 
three years for “fertilisation research”, according to 
Rieger, who was a member of the now-defunct Northern 
League. It was bought on behalf of the previously 
unheard of Wilhelm Tietjen Foundation, whose “seat” in 
London is no more than “a letter box”. It does not have 
charitable status but it is registered at Companies House 
as the Wilhelm Tietjen Foundation for Fertilisation Ltd. 
Its assets, according to documents obtained by 
Searchlight, amount to the princely sum of £2. 

Tietjen, a teacher who died two years ago in Bremen, was 
a fanatical nazi who made a considerable amount of money 
by speculating on the stock market. Though possessed with 
an obsessive interest in furthering the so-called Nordic race, 
the Wehrmacht veteran only fired blanks. 

Not so Rieger, 57, who has sired four children. 
The mother of two of them, Theda Mathilde Ites, is listed 
at Companies House as the Wilhelm Tietjen Foundation’s 
company secretary, Rieger is its sole director. 

Ites is no passive observer of the nazi scene but has 
written in Rieger’s racist publications and was closely 
involved in another of his projects, the purchase of a 650 
hectare estate and castle in Sveneby, southern Sweden, 
for £700,000 in 1995. This vast forested spread is still 
intended to be turned into a nazi training centre and is 
funded, supposedly in recognition of its contribution to 
“ecological agriculture”, by £100,000 of European Union 
cash each year. The property made international 
headlines last autumn when the convicted Swedish killer 
and nazi terrorist, Klas Lund, was arrested on serious 
arms charges at the farmstead he has made his home 
very close to Rieger’s pile. 

Dorverden and Sveneby are by no means Rieger’s only 
dabblings in property. Searchlight can reveal that he has 
also bought a former hotel, again on behalf of the 
Wilhelm Tietjen Foundation, in the town of Péssneck in 
Thuringia. This property cost him £248,000 last 
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December and is also believed to be part of his ongoing 
racist fixation with eugenics and Himmler’s Lebensborn 
project for the creation of a “master race” through 
selective breeding, which is the focal point of the 
activities of his so-called “Germanic Faith Community for 
Life Creation”. 

These fiendish “fertilisation research” schemes, which 
Rieger disingenuously claims are designed “to help 
childless couples produce children”, look destined to fall 
foul of German legislation but their author evidently 
hopes that the registration of his bogus foundation in 
London will help him skirt round the law. As he told a 
newspaper in Lower Saxony: “Surrogate motherhood is 
banned in Germany but not in England”. 

Rieger's property portfolio also includes buildings near 
Hamburg, in Miesburg near Hannover, in Hummelfeld in 
Schleswig-Holstein and a big cinema complex, for which 
he stumped up an estimated £1.3 million in 1999, in 
Hamelin of Pied Piper fame. This building was meant to 
serve as a propaganda cinema and conference and 
ideological training centre for nazis, but it has recently 
gone on the market for £1.52 million. 

Nobody knows exactly where Rieger's apparently 
inexhaustible supply of money is coming from but it is 
widely believed that the principal sources are bequests and 
donations from old Nazis and SS men and their families. 

Over the past 35 years, Rieger has won fame in fascist 
circles and notoriety elsewhere through his extremism 
and his role as the “house lawyer” of the extreme 
right wing in Germany. One of his most important clients 
was the convicted Holocaust denier, Ernst Ztindel, 
currently the subject of deportation proceedings in 
Canada. Over the years he has defended a catalogue 
of top German nazis including the former Red Army 
Faction terrorist, Horst Mahler. 

In 1968, while still studying law, Rieger joined the 
militant fascist Action Oder-Neisse, which wants to 
occupy Poland. The following year he joined the extreme 
right-wing Bund Heimattreuer Jugend. In 1970, he was 
prominent at a violent nazi demonstration in Wurzburg. 

In 1972, he established the pagan Nordische Ring and 
became chairman of the now dissolved Gesellschaft fur 
Biologische Anthropologie, Eugenik und Verhaltens- 


forschung (Society for Biological Anthropology, Eugenics 
and Behavioural Research) which tries to put Nazi racial, 
biological and anthropological theories on a “scientific” 
foundation. 

In fact at one time or another he has been a member 
of almost every loony collection of German Hitler fans, 
most recently starring as a candidate in Hamburg for the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD), the 
hardcore nazi party that welcomes the BNP leader Nick 
Griffin to its events as a keynote speaker. 

After starting his own legal practice in Hamburg in 
1975, Rieger put himself in the public eye again when, 
in his defence of a former commander of Hitler's 
murderous SS, he claimed that the establishment of 
the Warsaw Ghetto had been a “hygienic measure”. 
These remarks got him prosecuted and fined but the 
conviction was later quashed. 

Throughout the 1990s, one of Rieger’s main projects 
was a training centre for extremists at Hetendorf in Lower 
Saxony. This centre, on land owned by his Heide-Heim e.V 
society (then a registered charity in Germany), hosted 
annual conferences of up to 200 nazis, routinely guarded 
by a “security troop” armed with clubs, baseball bats and 
other weapons. Heide-Heim e.V was outlawed by the 
Interior Ministry in Lower Saxony on 11 February 1998. 

Rieger was politically close to the Nationalistische 
Front, which was banned in November 1992 after 
advocating and taking part in the formation of armed 
paramilitary units. Rieger figured as a regular speaker 
at Nationalistische Front meetings and acted for it in a 
professional capacity. 

He also spoke at the annual rally to commemorate 
Rudolf Hess held in Bayreuth in 1991 and has in recent 
years been the organiser and driving force behind Hess 
marches in Wunsiedel, Bavaria, where Hess is buried. 
BNP members, such as Griffin's minder John Cartwright, 
and hordes of other non-German fascists flock to 
Wunsiedel to take part in honouring their Nazi idol. 

Rieger is a man of convictions...including grievous 
bodily harm, denial of the Holocaust and displaying 
banned symbols, the latter when he drove a Nazi 
Wehrmacht vehicle emblazoned with the SS symbol 
through a Hamburg suburb. 
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RUSSIA 


Shooting of anti-fascist 


a warning to society 


By Mina Sodman in St Petersburg for Antifa-Net 
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FASCIST TERROR IN RUSSIA reached a new level 
with the cold-blooded nazi murder of the prominent 
anti-fascist Nikolai Girenko at his home in St 
Petersburg on 19 June. 

Girenko, 64, had gone to the door of his flat in the 
early hours after his daughter alerted him that some- 
one was ringing the bell. He did not open the door but 
asked who was there. The response was a hail of 
bullets which killed him instantly, leaving his wife and 


daughter, who were both present, in deep shock. 


Minutes before the shooting, neighbours had 
seen two men acting suspiciously on the staircase 
of Girenko’s apartment block according to 
investigators who have established that Girenko 
was murdered with a Second World War rifle. 
Girenko, an ethnology professor specialising in 
Africa, was a dedicated anti-fascist and anti- 
racist activist who headed the commission for 
minority rights at the St Petersburg Scientific 
Union. He also held official status with the local 
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authorities as a consultant on minority rights 
and extremist groups. 

Girenko, who frequently spoke in public as a 
representative of the anti-fascist movement, 
was widely respected, not least for his efforts to 
stop racist violence. He advised the courts on 
fascists and fascist organisations and assisted 
the City Prosecutor’s Office as an expert witness 
in several high profile court cases, including the 
racist murder of Mamed Mamedov, an Azeri, in 
2002 and the ongoing investigation into the 
Schultz 88 nazi skinhead group. His work helped 
bring about several convictions. 

With great courage Girenko persisted in 
warning the authorities about the growing 
danger of nazi violence in which more than 20 
people have been killed in the past two years. 
The authorities, however, generally refuse to 
accept that these are nazi crimes. Andrei 
Zhukov, a deputy prosecutor in St Petersburg, 
even said that Girenko’s murder might have 
been an act of hooliganism, the standard charge 
that prosecutors file against suspects in 
extremist attacks. 

Soon after Girenko’s murder a fascist website, 
modestly called “the Government of the Russian 
Republic”, published a statement dated 10 June 
2004 announcing the creation of a “High Tribunal 
of the Russian Republic”. A further statement, 
dated 19 June and signed by one Viadimir Popov, 
claimed the “Tribunal” had condemned Girenko to 
death on 12 June for “crimes against Russian 
patriots” and “helping to organise the genocide 
of the Russian people”. It stated that the 
sentence had been carried out on 19 June. 

Interestingly, the “Tribunal” verdict, 
supposedly written before the murder, contained 
details of Girenko’s life that were obviously 
lifted from mainstream newspapers covering the 
murder, “Popov”, it appears, had decided to use 
a crime committed by far more serious fascists 
to publicise his own tiny splinter group. 

Alexander Sevastyanov, a prominent right- 
wing extremist and leader of a banned fascist 
national-patriotic group, reacted to Girenko’s 
murder with an article entitled “A Great 
beginning, friends!” in an attempt to intimidate 
anti-fascists and police investigators working 
on “nazi” cases. He promised to publish a 
complete list of addresses of all anti-fascists 
active “over the past 15 years” and urged the 
“unknown heroes” who killed Girenko to 
continue their work. 

Anti-fascists refuse to be intimidated. A group 
of Moscow-based human rights activists has 
already appealed to the federal Prosecutor- 
General’s office to take over the investigation of 
Girenko’s murder from the St Petersburg city 
prosecutors. “We insist that the Russian 
authorities finally acknowledge the danger of 
the growth of neo-nazism and xenophobia and 
boost the effort to combat it,” the Moscow group 
said in a statement. | 

Anti-fascists take Girenko’s murder as a 
serious warning, both to Russian society and 
politicians, of a real danger that has to be 
fought now and by all means necessary. 
Spreading that awareness would be the best 
memorial to Nikolai Girenko. 
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Anti-fascists respond to 


From Mina Sodman for Antifasistski Motiv 


THE ANNIVERSARY OF HITLER’S birth on 20 April 1889 has 
become characterised by nazi violence despite the 
horrendous price that Russia paid for Hitler’s imperialist and 
racist madness. But people have begun to fight back 
and several spontaneous anti-nazi demonstrations took 
place this April. 

Nazi attacks have occurred around 20 April for several 
years, sometimes earlier sometimes later, in an attempt to 
elude the police. On 20 April 2001, about 150 skinheads, 
many armed with metal clubs, shouted racist insults and 
savagely assaulted dark-skinned traders at the Yasenevo 
outdoor market in Moscow. A day later, a mob of skinheads 
taunted and stabbed to death an 18-year-old Chechen 
outside a shopping mall. 

Such incidents have had the effect of intimidating foreign 
students and non-Slavic people, forcing them to move 
around in groups or stay at home for their own safety 
around 20 April. 

This year, even their homes were not secure 
enough because, on the evening of 18 April, a bomb blast 
ripped through a former Moscow students’ dormitory, 
leaving 19 people injured, 12 of whom were hospitalised. 
The building belongs to the Moscow Transport Engineering 
Institute but the section where the bomb exploded was 
leased to a company that used the premises to house 
Vietnamese people. 

Kirill Mazurin, a spokesman for the Moscow police, said 
that the explosion was not being investigated as a terrorist 
incident. Claiming there was no evidence to suggest any 
skinhead organisations were involved, he labelled the 
incident as just “hooliganism”. However there are good 
reasons to consider the bombing a racial crime. 

Meanwhile in Kostroma on 23 April, two Armenian boys 
aged 10 and 11 were attacked by local skinheads who 
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poured petrol on the clothes of the older boy, set him ablaze 
and disappeared immediately. The fire was extinguished by 
passers-by and the boy was rushed to hospital. Police later 
conceded that the crime was carried out by boneheads but 
have been unable to identify them. 

The attacks in Moscow and Kostroma were not isolated 
events but part of a sequence of racist violence that got 
under way two weeks earlier. A 21-year-old Tajik from 
Afghanistan was murdered and 20 people were injured on 
7 April when 50 racists wearing masks and wielding metal 
bars and chains rampaged through the central clothes 
market in Volgograd, targeting traders from the Caucasus 
and Central Asia. The racist onslaught lasted about an hour 
and the police, who detained 26 people, are now 
investigating whether the attack was racially motivated. 

This was by no means the first racist killing in the city. 
In October 2002 a racist gang attacked and killed three 
men from Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Prosecutors at the 
time said that they could find no motive for the attack. 

Following the Volgograd outrage was an appalling 
incident in faraway Vladivostok where a nazi gang killed a 
Chinese man and badly injured two others on 16 April. 
It appears that the police refused to open an investigation 
because the victims were unable to write Russian properly. 
The murder occurred when the leader of a 60-strong nazi 
gang gave the order to attack six Chinese businessmen. 
Mikael and Igor Kulish, two private security guards who 
witnessed the attack, left their posts and rushed to assist 
the victims. When the police arrived, six nazis were lying 
face down with their hands on their heads, thanks to the 
courageous action of the guards. 

Meanwhile, in the Moscow metro five shaven-headed, 
black-clad, young men attacked and badly beat Stanislav 
Markelov, a lawyer who represents the family of a Chechen 


girl raped and murdered by a Russian Army colonel. They also 
stole the documents Markelov was carrying. 

During the assault the attackers referred to the trial of 
Colonel Yuri Budanov, who was jailed for ten years for the 
rape and murder, and spoke of “revenge”. It is unclear 
whether this was a real skinhead attack or a camouflaged 
attempt by the security services to get Markelov’s papers. 

In the past, nazis and racists have had things all their own 
way but a new development this year was the relatively 
large-scale anti-fascist activity around the eve of Hitler’s 
birthday. In several cities, anti-fascist groups patrolled the 
streets looking for potential nazi attackers. In Nizhny 
Novgorod, 25 nazis attacked one group of eight activists 
from Autonomous Action but, after a bloody clash, the nazis 
ran away, surprised at the anti-fascists’ resolute resistance. 

In St Petersburg the organisers of an anti-fascist march 
on 20 April were refused official permission. The 50-strong 
march had to change direction all the time to avoid being 
stopped by the police. In a humorous interlude, a police 
car stopped to confiscate a poster depicting a little 
man throwing a swastika in a rubbish bin. Fifteen minutes 
later, the same police car reappeared and the officers 
returned the poster, explaining that whoever was going to 
carry it should destroy the swastika on the picture because 
it was a banned symbol. This was duly done to cheers from 
the demonstrators. 

Meanwhile the St Petersburg police announced that 
security was being increased near embassies, consulates 
and academic institutes and dormitories housing foreign 
students. 

The St Petersburg anti-fascists can only have been 
encouraged by the actions of a flash mob — youngsters who 
hold spontaneous unauthorised demonstrations — that laid 
flowers at the Eternal Flame, which commemorates the 
defeat of Nazism, and threw down broken swastikas at 
the foot of the Heroes of the Great Patriotic War memorial 
in Voronezh on 18 April. 

Similar flash mob demonstrations occurred on the same 
day in Moscow, St Petersburg and a number of other 
Russian towns. The organisers of the Voronezh event said 
that they wanted to show “a cheerful response to the 
stupidity and aggression of our [Russian] nazis”. 

The Moscow flash mob was thwarted when it found the 
Eternal Flame cordoned off by police. The demonstrators 
then converged on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, just 
outside the Kremlin walls, and placed flowers and black 
swastikas there in a ceremony that lasted a mere two 
minutes and eluded the police. 

Police had no more luck foiling a plan to lay the flowers 
and broken swastikas at the nearby statue of Marshal 
Zhukov had the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier been blocked 
off. The marshal’s statue of the Marshal was fenced off but 
the flowers still ended up at its base. The organisers were 
pleased at being able to mobilise more than 150 anti- 
fascists, a big group by current Russian standards. 

Clearly, there is a small but growing feeling 
of empowerment among anti-fascists in the capital. 
On 19 April anti-fascists from various radical groups, 
enraged by the racist and repressive policies of the city 
authorities towards ethnic minorities and the way their 
backing for the war in Chechnya is fostering xenophobic 
tendencies in Russian society, covered an enormous 
Panasonic hoarding on Tverskaya Street with a 8m x 20m 
poster saying “No to fascist laws! No to fascist power!” and 
depicting smashed swastikas. 

Almost all the participants in this audacious action 
escaped, but one was beaten by a policeman before fleeing 
and a young girl was detained for a short time. The poster 
stayed up for 10 to 15 minutes before being removed. 
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Rightist violence 
shakes authorities 


From Mina Sodman for Antifasistskiy Motiv and Antifa-Net in St Petersburg 


ANTI-FASCIST PROTESTS THIS SPRING emphasised 
the authorities’ failure to crack down on nazi 
violence against minorities and their repression of 
anti-fascist activity. This theme must be seen in the 
context of events over the past few months, when 
some fascist crimes actually reached the courts, but 
with mixed results. 

On 20 February, a Moscow court acquitted the nazi 
skinhead leader Andrei Semiletnikov of charges of 
“organising the pogrom” at Moscow's Yasenevo market 
on 21 April 2001 and “inciting young people into 
criminal activity”. The incidents led to the arrests of 
53 skinheads, including Semiletnikov, the editor of the 
magazine Russki Khosiain (Russian Master). 

Of the four others charged with organising the 
pogrom, Evgeni Serzhantov, Andrei Pochukanev and 
Valeri Rysakov were found guilty and Elena Lipilina was 
acquitted. 

A week after the release of Semiletnikov and Lipilina 
came the announcement that Serzhantov and 
Pochukanev had also been freed after both received 
suspended prison sentences of two years and six 
months. Only Rysakov actually went to jail, for 
six months, on top of his three-year sentence for his 
part in another pogrom in Moscow at the Tzaritzyno 
market on 30 October 2001. 

These lenient verdicts were all the more worrying in 
light of the murder in Voronezh on 21 February of Amar 
Lima, a medical student from Guinea Bissau. Lima, 24, 
was killed when three skinheads stopped him while he 
went shopping and knifed him a dozen times, leaving 
him in a local park. 

Two days later, 500 foreign students at the Voronezh 
Medical Academy went on strike and demonstrated 
for several hours, accusing the city administration 
and local police of doing nothing about the murder. 
There have been seven murders of foreigners in 
Voronezh in recent years without anyone being 
charged. Now a local police colonel, Vasili Vnukov, has 
suggested forming student units to defend foreigners 
and said the police are under-funded. 

The students demanded a meeting with the mayor 
and said they would stay on strike until Lima’s 
murderers were apprehended. All the foreign students 
informed their embassies of their decision. They also 
called on foreign students never to come to Russia and 
urged those already in the country to leave as soon as 
possible. They particularly underlined the fact that they 
had to live in permanent fear in a city covered with nazi 
and race hate graffiti. Almost all said they had been 
assaulted at least once. 

On 25 February, their accusations were borne out 
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again when fascists armed with knives, attacked 
students going to their strike picket line. This time the 
students beat off their attackers and declared they 
would continue their strike until 2 March. If the police 
and city administration had still not reacted, they 
would start a hunger strike. 

Their determination and a visit to Voronezh by 
Guinea-Bissau’s ambassador ensured that on 26 
February Sergei Naumov, a leading city official, 
organised a crisis meeting of all the police and justice 
bodies in Voronezh followed by a press conference. 
Urgent measures were promised and the threat to 
foreign students from local nationalists was finally 
recognised. A survey conducted in Voronezh at the time 
showed that 15% of the city’s residents supported 
nationalistic rhetoric and 76% opposed it. 

But where there is a real will to find the perpetrators 
of hate crimes, it is not impossible to do so. On 17 
March, less than a month after Lima’s murder, four 
youths aged between 16 and 18 were arrested. 
Three admitted their guilt and the prosecutors have 
conceded that the killing was racist. 

Voronezh is not the only city notorious for repeated 
nazi violence and racial murder. Earlier this year, the 
Russian press gave unusual prominence to the murder 
of a nine-year-old Tajik girl in St Petersburg. It is not 
obvious why this particular crime achieved so much 
recognition when the murder of a six-year-old Lyulya 
(Gypsy) girl a few months earlier produced little 
reaction — other than the wholesale deportation of her 
settlement out of St Petersburg! 

Following a press campaign and an open letter from 
St Petersburg anti-fascists (initiated by Memorial 
St Petersburg) to the city administration about the Tajik 
murder, the police started to show interest and 
presented the arrest of the nazi Schultz 88 group as a 
major victory. In reality its leaders, including Dmitri 
Bobrov, 24, and Alexei Vostroknutov, 23, who both 
worked in the nazi skin shop Pittsburg, had been 
arrested on other matters before the murder. 

Information received suggests that the Tajik murder 
was random revenge for a court decision to hold 
Vostroknutov in custody. He and Bobrov have been 
charged with “creation of an extremist society, ethnic 
and racial hatred and publicly appealing for a change 
of the constitutional order’, charges unprecedented in 
St Petersburg. Their trial opened in late March. 

In mid-March the press reported that three skinheads 
suspected of the murder of the Lyulya girl had been 
arrested and that other two nazi skins, charged with a 
murder of an Azerbaijani man (a murder filmed as a 
form of training for young nazi recruits) had been given 


prison sentences of seven and four years respectively. 

The sentences have not stopped the violence in 
St Petersburg. On 24 March, Asef Arage, an Ethiopian, 
was taken to hospital in a coma after being beaten up 
by a mob of nazi skins. Then several Roma youngsters 
were attacked and an attempt was made to turn one of 
them into a human torch. Luckily local people 
intervened to save him. Nikolai Girenko, the 
distinguished ethnologist and anti-fascist, had no such 
luck, gunned down in front of his wife and daughter at 
the door of his flat on 19 June. 

Nizhny Novgorod is another city marked by skinhead 
violence with 20 attacks on ethnic minority people in a 
period of two months. Local anti-fascists note that the 
victims seldom report the crimes because they have no 
confidence in the authorities. 

Violence in Nizhny Novgorod follows a more or 
less set pattern: 15 to 20 people in skinhead 
“uniform”, usually aged between 14 and 20, select a 
victim and attack him or her with boots, bottles, 
clubs and sometimes knives. During the attacks, which 
often occur in broad daylight, they scream slogans such 
as, “Russia for Russians” and “Foreigners go home’. 
Sadly the Russian population hardly ever reacts. 
For example last year, when Magomed Akhmedov 
was severely beaten at a bus stop in the rush hour, 
nobody dared step in to rescue him. Passing police 
saved his life but, although they arrested one of the 
attackers, they freed him without charge. 

Rostov, a big city on the river Don, is also a 
frightening place for foreigners. The police put the total 
number of skinheads in the city at more than 1,000. 
Incredibly however Alexei Lesin, the director of the 
Rostov police press department, claims that one 
“cannot speak about a skinhead movement at all” 
because they are “not registered” and “have no 
constitution”. His own bureaucratic idiocy acts as an 
excuse for his refusal to face up to the reality of 
bonehead violence. 

On 23 February in Izhevsk, in the Udmurtia region, 
skinheads from the nazi Freedom Party attacked and 
beat up people picketing against the war in Chechnya. 
The leader of the local anti-globalisation movement 
ATTAC, Oleg Serebrenikov, was especially badly 
assaulted. The Russian national media reported the 
story as part of their coverage of a nationwide protest 
against the war in Chechnya and revealed that anti-war 
demonstrators had been attacked by Freedom Party 
gangs in several towns. 

Bolstered by their raid on the anti-war activists, 
the nazis in Izhevsk obtained official permission 
for a rally, dedicated to the victims of the recent 
Moscow terrorist blast, in the city’s main square on 
16 March. The message of the gathering was 
openly declared in leaflets and on the Freedom Party’s 
website: no less than the immediate deportation 
of all illegal immigrants (which for this bunch means 
all immigrants). 

Events did not go to plan for the nazis because the 
police suddenly arrested some activists on 14 March 
and another ten at their meeting place on 16 March. 
They included the local nazi leader Alexander 
Schneider, who resisted arrest and tried to prevent 
police from seizing a nazi flag. He immediately got 
15 days in prison for his behaviour. The police also 
opened inquiries into the attack on the anti-war protest 
but curiously many of their questions centred on the 
identity of the anti-war activists. 

It is Moscow, however, that tops the league of 


fascist and racist hatred. Apart from near-continual 
nazi violence against foreigners, local nationalist 
fanatics profit from an especially favourable political 
climate and can organise whatever mayhem or 
meetings they like. 

Just before February’s nationwide anti-war protest, a 
fascist meeting was planned near Lubyanka Square, 
a venue that the democratic opposition traditionally 
uses to meet. The fascist gathering, under the slogan 
“Clean Chechen bandits from Moscow”, was organised 
by “Against illegal immigration” (AII), a movement 
founded in July 2002 after an anti-Armenian pogrom 
in a small town near Moscow. The place and timing, 
just before an anti-war meeting in the same place, was 
not a coincidence. 

The city administration banned the anti-war 
meeting. After an angry campaign by anti-war, anti- 
racist and human rights activists, the fascist meeting 
was also banned. The reason given by the authorities 
was that Lubyanka Square “needed cleaning up after 
the recent snow fall”. 

The square was sealed off by a double line of police 
who at first took no action to impede the dozen or so 
fascists who turned up to give out leaflets at a nearby 
metro station and around the police cordon. An hour 
later, however, the police moved in to arrest about 
20 people, including two elderly anti-fascist women, 
none of whom were later charged. Despite this, the 
fascist gathering still took place, moved to a spot near 
the entrance of Gorky Park. Again organised by AII and 
a nazi splinter group, the meeting lasted two hours and 
attracted more than 200 participants. 

Rubbing shoulders with the nazis was Oleg Stenyayev, 
an Orthodox priest clad in full ecclesiastical regalia and 
brandishing a huge cross, and a ragbag of boneheads 
and notorious Russian nationalists. Near the lorry used 
as a platform, the fascists busily recruited for a so- 
called AII “special brigade” created “to facilitate 
deportations”. 

Anti-fascists who tried to oppose the meeting were 
savagely kicked and beaten by skinheads while police 
stood by and watched, intervening only when some of 
anti-fascists were covered with blood. One police 
officer was heard loudly telling the skinheads: “Don’t 
worry, we will take them far away”. Police then arrested 
nine anti-fascists and tried to smash a television 
journalist’s camera. Only one skinhead was detained 
and then only briefly, while the anti-fascists were held 
until late at night and fined. 

Sergei Lukashevsky, an analyst with Moscow Helsinki 
Group, a human rights organisation, says the 
authorities frequently prefer to turn a blind eye to right- 
wing extremism. “Often”, he contends, “the police are 
on the skinheads’ side,” adding that police sometimes 
tip off skinheads about raids against them: “The 
skinheads then organise their attacks in other places ... 
where there are no police patrols”. 

It may be because right-wing and racist violence has 
intensified to a point where it can no longer be ignored 
that government officials finally admitted in March that 
racially motivated violence is a serious problem in 
Russia. “Today, Russia is threatened not by juvenile 
delinquency but by the appearance of extremism”, 
Rashid Nurgaliyev, the Interior Minister, told a meeting 
of Russia’s leading law enforcement officials. 

A step forward? That will be decided by what the 
authorities do to crack down on the extreme right wing 
and whether they make real efforts to find the killers of 
Nikolai Girenko. 
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STATESIDE 


Return of David Duke may 
herald far-right realignment 
By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


EIGHTEEN MONTHS AFTER pleading guilty to bilking 
his own supporters, David Duke left jail and re-entered 
far-right politics with much of his reputation seemingly 
intact. Essentially, he had pleaded guilty to soliciting 
contributions to further the white nationalist cause, and 
then gambled the money away at casinos. He also 
pleaded guilty to a second charge of under-reporting 
income to the Internal Revenue Service. As a result of a 
plea agreement with federal prosecutors, he spent a year 
in prison and paid a $10,000 (£5,400) fine. Six weeks 
after he got out, however, David Duke was on the 
rebound, hosting a New Orleans meet called an 
“International European American Unity and 
Leadership Conference”. 

By the standards of mainstream politics, this 
conference amounted to very little. As a politician, 
Duke is washed up and poses little substantial threat. 
And the meeting itself, held over the weekend of 28 May 
in New Orleans, consisted mostly of racist and 
antisemitic dinosaurs delivering a string of boring 
and self-aggrandising speeches. By another measure, 
however, it was a remarkable gathering. Almost 250 
white nationalist souls spent two and a half days in 
session. And leadership figures came from several 
distinct directions to bless Duke's re-emergence on the 
American scene after an absence of four years. 

Almost as important as who did attend the meeting 
was who did not attend. The militiameisters, gun nuts 
and other Aryan army types were not there. Neither was 
anyone representing skinhead factions or Billy Roper’s 
breakaway “White Revolution” outfit. While Duke had 
long ago distanced himself from the violence-prone 
wing of his movement, something more was manifest 
here. In a joint question and answer session with the 
National Alliance propagandist Kevin Strom, Duke 
forthrightly stated that anyone who talked of illegal 
actions should be considered a government agent and 
provocateur. He reinforced this dictum by announcing 
that the National Alliance now has a “zero policy on 
violence”. This was a welcome development, Duke 
argued. And the agreement on this point was reflected in 
a joint “protocol” issued after the conference. 

Also absent from the platform was Mark Weber and 
anyone else from the Institute for Historical Review 
(IHR). In fact, if anything, this conference signalled the 
final eclipse of the IHR as the central address for 
Holocaust denial in the United States. While a new 
nexus point has not yet emerged - and is not likely in 
the near future — the topic was still on the agenda. 
For example, Germar Rudolf, the German national 
whose so-called Rudolf Report has added more straw to 
the Auschwitz liars hay bale, filled this slot quite well. 
Rudolf now lives in the United States and runs his own 
publications outfit, which is entirely more vigorous than 
the IHR. 
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The most obvious sign, however, of the IHR’s lost 
prestige was the presence over the weekend of Willis 
Carto. Carto has been engaged in a knock-down drag- 
out legal war with IHR staff since 1993. By choosing the 
older Carto over the middle-aged Weber, Duke 
demonstrated which side of that sectarian battle the 
conference would embrace. The National Alliance, 
however, which has lately provided Weber with much- 
needed support, is unlikely to follow Duke away from 
the IHR. 

(Internecine battles were obviously much on Duke's 
mind. The conference protocol included an agreement 
by Strom and the National Alliance, John Tyndall, 
presumably there in pursuit of his British National Party 
come-back bid, as well as Duke, Carto and others not to 
criticise or denounce each other. Duke himself had 
much to gain on this point, as he might suffer from a 
discussion of his past fiscal integrity.) 

The most telling omission from the proceedings was 
Jared Taylor, whose American Renaissance newsletter 
and conferences have done the most over the past ten 
years to refurbish the intellectual pretensions of 
scientific racism. Taylor's conferences have been 
relatively high-toned and open affairs, challenging 
the back alley style in which most movement shops 
have operated in the past. On this point, Duke followed 
Taylor part of the way. While the press was officially kept 
away from most of the proceedings, reporters were 
allowed in for Duke's Saturday night “banquet” speech. 
The speeches were also broadcast via internet radio and 
then posted on the web. Following Taylor, Duke and the 
others avoided most of the slur words common at 
gutter-style Aryan events. 

On the most salient matter, however, Duke veered 
away from Taylor. Where American Renaissance events 
have been kept deliberately free of overt antisemitism, 
Duke's current trajectory is aimed primarily at Jews. 
He has a new name for this old vial of poison. Instead 
of saying he is opposed to international Jewish 
conspiracies or exposing the “Zionists”, Duke has 
decided to call his target “Jewish supremacism”. 
He thinks the change in terminology will make 
a difference. 

Maybe it did to Sam Dickson. An Atlanta area 
attorney who has maintained an interest in rewriting 
the history of the Holocaust as well as the Civil War, 
Dickson has been a speaker for all occasions. Lately he 
has gloried Taylor’s American Renaissance with stories 
about the psychologically deranged nature of racial 
liberals. In New Orleans, Dickson told several of the 
same stories he had used in the past. And he gave four 
reasons why he had hope for the future of white 
nationalism. One was Duke’s past election successes, 
which he compared favourably to Hitler’s vote totals. 
Two was the divide between the perceived public 
opinions of white people and their actual opinions. 
Most white people know blacks are “hopeless”, Dickson 
told the crowd. Three, the post-World War Two era had 
ended and most of those who had fought and defeated 
national socialism were dying. A new generation was 
on hand, unencumbered by the past. And fourth, 
11 September had been helpful, as it had “lifted” the 
cover on the “Zionists”. For the first time, he said, you 
can talk about “the Jewish issue”. 

If this analysis follows Dickson over to Taylor's Renais- 
sancers and they adopt an antisemitic politic - even 
under the guise of opposing Israeli influence on 
American foreign policy — then Duke may be right. Anda 
new strategic alignment of forces may be in the offing. 





Nazi killer withdraws bombing confession 


From Sven Johansen for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


A CONVICTED NAZI MURDERER has withdrawn his 
confession to two bombings of the Oslo anarchist- 
leftist activity centre, Blitzhuset, in the mid-1990s, 
according to the Norwegian daily paper Dagsavisen. 

The anti-fascist organisation Monitor had given 
Dagsavisen access to Johnny Olsen’s unpublished 
autobiography. The paper revealed Olsen's claim in the 
book that the aim of one of the bombings, in October 
1994, was to kill as many Blitz supporters as possible. 

Monitor got hold of the text after infiltrating his 
closed MSN-forum Norge-Israelfellesskapet where he 
had posted it. The book, titled Krig og kjerlighet — rebell 
og outsider (Love and war — rebel and outsider), claims 
the October 1994 bombing was carried out by an 
internationally known right-wing extremist, whom 
Olsen calls X, assisted by two Norwegians. In his 
confession to the police, however, Olsen said he carried 
out the attack alone. 

Olsen’s book gives the clear impression that he has 
detailed inside knowledge of the bombing and claims 
that shots were fired to draw Blitz supporters inside to 
the windows before the bomb went off. 

From what Monitor has been able to gather, this is 
exactly what happened. Shots were fired some distance 
away up a side road, and if this is indeed true, it would 
indicate that several people took part in the bombing. 

Here is how Olsen describes the preparations for the 
bombing: “The Norwegian turned towards X and X1 
and suggested they go through the plan one last time. 
He took out a city map and marked the area around the 
Blitzhuset with a circle for each strategic spot. OK we — 
that is X and myself - enter Nordal Bruns Street and 
throw the charge over the fence into the backyard of the 
building. Once this has happened, I will fire two or 
three shots to draw the Blitzers to the windows a few 
seconds before the charge goes off. X1 will be sitting in 
the Audi further up Pilestredet until I show up, and then 
we're gone. X will run up Nordal Bruns Street and take 
the other car standing on the parking lot behind the 
graveyard. This should create some confusion, and 
when we split up like this we'll be harder to catch. 
The Norwegian smiled, pleased, and looked forward to 
releasing the inner tension that had mounted in his 
body over the last few days.” 

According to Dagsavisen, Olsen’s lawyer, Fridtjof 
Feydt, says the book’s description is a romantic 
dramatisation. 

Olsen’s autobiography tells the story of a rootless 


youth who developed from a small-time criminal into a 
notorious right-wing extremist. It is a tale of a chaotic 
upbringing that culminates with the 18-year-old Olsen 
finding himself imprisoned for a double killing. 

Olsen’s version of events is, of course, written from his 
own point of view, which is that of a hardened veteran 
of much infighting and factioneering in the extreme 
right-wing scene. 

One of those from whom Olsen has supposedly cut 
adrift is Norway’s former fascist leader, Michael 
Knutsen. Olsen is very bitter in his description of his 
relationship with Knutsen and other fascists. “They 
betrayed and stabbed me in the back, and even today 
I become sickened and bitter even thinking about 
these creeps. That I did not get back at them earlier 
was because of humility and tolerance towards the 
cause that I, at that time, regarded as more important 
than motives of personal revenge. But there are no 
rules without exceptions and at least one of them 
did get to pay for years of falsehood and betrayal. 
This individual had repeatedly stabbed comrades in 
the back as a ‘pretend journalist’ and even sold secret 
pictures of me during a march in Denmark. To top it 
all, he gained financially from the sale of skinhead 
music and published several magazines. One day, 
things came to a head as he defended a provocateur 
who had attacked a comrade in a pub and the boys 
decided that enough was enough. I have not seen a 
man take such a beating in a long time, and there was 
a period when I thought him dead. He changed his 
style, and gradually stepped down from the scene. 
Lately, nobody in the scene has heard anything from 
this person.” 

It is unclear whether the police have enough 
evidence to convict him for the two bombings in the 
1990s to which he publicly admitted after seeing 
Mel Gibson’s dreadful film Passion of the Christ. 
Olsen's confession made media headlines and created 
enormous excitement among fundamentalist 
Christians, who saw the nazi’s mea culpa as proof of 
the strength of the religious message in Gibson's 
cinematic orgy of violence. 

How Olsen’s autobiography and the different claims 
he makes there about the same events will affect the 
judgement of the police about the bombings is also 
uncertain. The police evaluation will depend on 
whether they consider the facts that Olsen has revealed 
as information that only a perpetrator would know. 
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ITALY 


Mussolini launches herself 
at Europe’s far right 


PN yileya sisi gael els) 


ALESSANDRA MUSSOLINI’S FASCIST Alternativa 
Sociale intends to use its newly won seat in the 
European Parliament as a reference point for fascist 
and racist movements throughout the enlarged 
European Union. 

The Alternative Sociale brings together the Fronte 
Sociale Nazionale, Forza Nuova and Liberta di Azione. 
Mussolini, the Duce’s granddaughter and leader of 
Liberta di Azione, wants to use her name to attract 
attention in Strasbourg, in the hope of becoming the 
leading star among her European colleagues of 
the extreme right, including followers of Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s Front National. But her ambitions are likely to be 
frustrated. Mussolini is a lightweight politician who 
never acquired credibility within Italy and will fail even 
more resoundingly in the European arena. 

What she will do however is act as a smokescreen 
against what is going on behind the scenes. 
The important strategic task of forming links with 
militant fascist movements will fall to her second-in- 
command, Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova. 
He has unrivalled experience in political underground 
activities of a criminal nature, plus money and 
determination. 

Fiore put himself up as a European candidate 


RANCE 


Sovereigntists, 
nationalists, hunters 
and fascists 


From Esbé for Reflexes and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS have provided an 
opportunity to assess the French electoral extreme right 
whose candidates, though few, varied from the ultra- 
reactionary to the whimsical. 

As in every European election so far, Philippe de Villiers 
and his Movement for France (MPF) turned up with their 
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alongside Mussolini and Adriano Tilgher, leader of the 


Fronte Sociale Nazionale, proclaiming his “political 
and human qualities and his unselfish approach to the 
political struggle’. He received 18,144 votes, an 
insignificant contribution to the nearly 400,000 
votes that went to Alternativa Sociale and, basically, 
to Mussolini herself as the blackshirt Madonna. 
Fiore however is the one who benefited most in terms 
of political exposure. An ex-fascist terrorist who at 
one point was wanted for questioning about the 
connections of rogue Secret Servicemen and his 
group the NAR with the 1980 Bologna bombing that 
killed 85 people, he is now seen as a potential MEP. 
Had Mussolini renounced her seat in Strasbourg, Fiore 
would have been entitled to step in her place and sit 
in the European parliament. 

This would not have suited Alternativa Sociale’s 
objectives, which require a clear division of roles. 
Mussolini will link up with other extreme-right 
European parties and take part in television chat 
shows, Tilgher will deal with the party organisation 
within Italy and Fiore will draw on past paramilitary 
experience to organise the militant wing of the 
movement. The latter is really the key point. Benito 
Mussolini made it politically in 1922 but he would not 
have gone very far without the squadristi and their 
violent expeditions. 

As a former leader of the Third Position with close 
links to fascist armed groups, a military mindset and 
experience as a fugitive, Fiore has all the qualities 
needed to appeal to a certain kind of militant. He was 
sentenced, in absentia, to nearly ten years in jail in 
1986 accused of belonging to a_ subversive 
ClecUlCrCeliMe Mtitciamitcmitslemit-fel co Mela telel im com elctetel iit) 
the mentor and one-time business partner of Nick 
Griffin, now the BNP leader. To fascist insiders he 
presents himself as a kind of martyr but he has also 
learned how to appeal to the public. The biography he 
presented as a European candidate stated: “Born in 
Rome, 45, married with nine children, Fiore has been 
active in politics from the early 1970s. He is a 
successful businessman who founded in London, and 
throughout Europe, a tourist company specialising in 
hotels and youth travel. He is considered among the 






self-proclaimed “sovereigntist” - for which read bare- 
faced nationalist - politics, mouthing slogans such as 
“No to Turkey in Europe” and “Let's free France from 
socialism and from the dictatorship of the trade unions’. 

These slogans well illustrate how the MPF operates in 
the grey zone between the extreme right and the 
conservative Union for a Popular Movement (UMP), 
currently in government. The UMP gave some 
encouragement to the MPE partly to avoid the creation 
of a troublesome “sovereigntist” current in its own ranks 
and partly to draw votes from the fascist Front National 
(FN). Some of the MPF’s candidates actually belong to 
the UMP such as Sylvie Perrin-Rouiller, a UMP political 
bureau member. 

De Villiers addressed himself directly to the FN’s 
voters through, for example, a long interview with the 
Catholic fundamentalist newspaper Présent in which, in 
true FN-style, he described France as “completely cut off 
from its roots”. The tactic paid off. The MPF won 6.67% 
of the vote and got six MEPs elected. 

De Villiers is however a lone cavalier, after splitting 
from Rally for France (RPF), the party led by the ultra- 
repressive former Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, 











most important Italian businessmen abroad. 

“He manages to bring into his politics the 
transparency and correctness that have led to his 
success in business.” In reality he is a slum landlord, 
an exploiter of young people and a contact of 
notorious gang masters. 

Further on one reads: “Fiore proudly maintains 
contacts with Jean-Marie Le Pen and Jorg Haider, as 
well as with the major political movements in Austria, 
Germany, Poland, Romania, Ireland and England. 
He was a guest at a recent congress of the Front 
National in France and at the Berlin rally on May 1st.” 

Mussolini will of course want Fiore to join her at 
some Strasbourg functions in order to raise his profile 
still further. But the future of Alternativa Sociale within 
Italy is very uncertain. It failed to capture enough 
votes even remotely to challenge Gianfranco Fini’s 
Alleanza Nazionale, which inherited the fascist 
movement and still has many fascists in its midst. 
Fini held his ground with 11.5% of the votes while 
Alternativa Sociale received 1.3%, well below the 
Coo def To Cclelecyamaiderclvelaitelejetctelscclaa leferc|icclalelaslcey Mla telf|| 
elections, getting 0.8% in the Venice province, 1% in 
the Milan and Turin provinces and a mere 0.6% and 
0.7% in the Bologna and Florence town assemblies. 
The 22.3% it obtained in Dizzasco Intelvi, a hamlet of 
500 people in Northern Italy, was a freak result 
unmatched anywhere else. 

With Fini intent on moving further to the centre 
ground, to make sure that when Italians ditch Silvio 
Berlusconi he stands a chance to make some gains, it 
is possible that some fascists will defect to Alternativa 
Sociale. This however will not be enough to raise its 
electoral prospects. Mussolini's achievements may 
remain limited to raising Fiore’s profile and giving him 
some degree of legitimacy. 

Fiore of course has wasted no time in expressing his 
views on the protection of Europe. During the election 
campaign he highlighted as exemplary a_ physical 
attack on an Islamic leader and advocated the 
repatriation of immigrants to prevent Italy, and 
Europe, from being “contaminated”. He has now 
protested at the lack of any reference to “the 
Christian roots” in the European Constitution. He fears 


whose derisory 1.7% vote lost him his parliamentary 
seat and immunity from prosecution. As a result Pasqua 
could soon be hauled into court over the illegal weapons 
sales in Angola. Pasqua has fallen a long way from grace. 
In 1999 he and de Villiers together won 13 seats in 
Strasbourg with a 13% vote. 

The quaintly named, extremely reactionary and rather 

cranky Hunting, Fishing, Nature and Tradition Party, 
which holds similar views to de Villiers, and has some 
past successes, slumped to less than 2%. 
_ Jean-Marie Le Pen, who made his debut in the 
European Parliament in 1984, placed little importance 
on the campaign, skipping meetings in favour of 
lounging about on a “five star” cruiser on the Rh6ne and 
watching his FN fare worse than in the regional elections 
in March. Its 9.81% vote left it with seven MEPs. 

The election at least exposed the absence of serious 
work by the FN on the question of Europe. This is 
entirely to be expected, because the FN addresses itself 
mainly to those who think “the nation” is endangered by 
the European construct and therefore settle for a line 
that criticises everything but offers nothing. 

The election was also the occasion of a free-for-all 


that “the space left empty will be filled by references 
to enlightenment and humanism, in contrast to 
Catholic and Roman values”. Last month he ordered 
his militants to set up stalls throughout Italy, where he 
claims to have 80 branches, to hand out leaflets 
listing the fundamental points 

“in defence of the country 
and of Christian and Italian 
identity”. Forza Nuova also 
announced the launch of 
training sessions for 
party militants, a three- 
day jamboree with 
debates, concerts and 
“other activities” and 
a scheme _ called 
“Evita Peron” to give 
a free holiday to 20 
children. 



















between contending EN factions, in particular between 
the supporters of the veteran Bruno Gollnisch and those 
of Marine Le Pen. The pretext for this latest row, which 
has dragged all the party's internal tensions into the 
public domain, is the status of Marie-France Stirbois. 
One of the FN’s “historical” personalities and widow of 
the FN’s former deputy leader, the late Jean-Pierre 
Stirbois, she was abruptly brushed aside from the party’s 
European candidates’ list. 

After Bernard Antony, the leader of the FN’s Catholic 
fundamentalists, and Jacques Bompard, the FN’s only 
mayor, Mme Stirbois is the latest to join the circle of 
those who increasingly openly question M Le Pen’s 
nepotism. Aware of the threat, Le Pen, 75, who reportedly 
wanted to give up his job as FN president in 2006, has 
indefinitely deferred a final decision on the matter. 

Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR) went to the lists with the slogan a “French France 
in European Europe’, with the “defence of the Christian 
West against the barbarians who come from the South” 
in the background. However, the MNR’s 0.32% hardly 
showed up in the results and it is now difficult to see 
what can save Mégtet’s party. 


Searchlight August 2004 33 








National Democrats leader self-destructs 


From Pat Hennings For Expo and Antifa-Net in Gothenburg 


The Happy 
Swedish 
Family now 
shattered - 
Tor Paulsson, 
his wife Anna 
and four of 
their five 
children 
posing for an 
ND election 
poster. 


World: View 


THE NAZI-RIDDLED National Democrats (ND) party 
has been shaken by the arrest of its de facto leader Tor 
Paulsson for assault and battery. 

The reason for the ND’s shock was not the violent 
nature of the crime. Indeed, thanks to its recruitment of 
veteran nazis with numerous skeletons in their 
cupboards, the ND has emerged as one of the most 
militant and violent fascist organisations. 

Recently, its youth leader, Marc Abramson, was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison for organising a 
violent assault on the Stockholm Gay Pride parade 
last August, which resulted in one of the march 
organisers being rushed to hospital with multiple 
injuries. Abramson’s sentence was greeted in the 
usual ND manner: the conviction was “a miscarriage 
of justice”, the assault was actually “defence”, it was a 
“political trial”, etc. Similarly, when ND thugs in 
Gothenburg assaulted two Expo reporters covering an 
ND meeting in January, the fascists’ explanation was 
that “party security repelled a vicious attack by the 
extreme left”. 

No, the Paulsson arrest shocked the ND because 
Paulsson, 35, was charged not with assaulting an 
immigrant, a Jew or a gay person but with beating up his 
partner, Anna. 

The attack took place at Paulsson’s home in Gagnef, 
north west of Stockholm, where a number of party 
activists had gathered for their traditional Midsummer 
celebration. The attack was apparently so vicious and 
frightening that a party member called the police. 

Paulsson was taken to a police cell while Anna was 
dashed to hospital. According to statements from a close 
friend of the family, it was not the first such attack. 
What makes the beating so politically sensitive is that 
Paulsson not only is the de facto party leader but has 
appeared in party propaganda on numerous occasions 
as head of the “Happy Swedish Family”. 

His partner and punchbag is also a party member 
and together with their five children they claim to 
defend “traditional Swedish family values” as distinct 
from the “values imported by violence-prone 
immigrants and Muslims”. 

Paulsson has tried to make himself a champion of 
women’s rights. Defending the blond Swedish woman 
against sexual assault by dark-skinned racial inferiors is 
a cornerstone of ND propaganda. This is a theme 
Paulsson launched while a Sweden Democrats national 
organiser in the late 1990s and he more than anyone 
has made it a speciality of his racist propaganda. 
Telling voters and young people that immigrants, 
particularly those from the Middle East, have come to 
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rape, loot and plunder the Swedish population has 
proved to be a successful formula. 

Emotionally potent, Paulsson’s propaganda claims 
that group rape was a phenomenon unheard of in 
Sweden “before mass immigration began’. The slogan 
“Stop rape — stop immigration” naturally followed. 

Paulsson’s arrest sent the ND executive into an 
emergency meeting to decide how to handle the crisis. 
They agreed that the party had to try to maintain its 
credibility and the only way to do so was to dump 
Paulsson, whom they immediately suspended. The ND 
has thus dropped its key organiser and most important 
asset because Paulsson is shrewd and capable and has a 
large personal following among young ND activists. 
Much of the party’s success is the result of his ability to 
motivate activists to go out into the streets. 

The ND received over 7,000 votes and four seats in 
local municipalities in the 2002 election — not bad for a 
conspiracy-theory-driven party that borders on open 
national socialism. As recently as June, Paulsson’s name 
headed the list of ND candidates on the European 
Parliamentary election ballot paper. 

Not all party members are sad to see Paulsson go. 
His increasing demands on activists and his almost 
manic frustration with members who perform badly 
have taken their toll. Already, a leading party. 
functionary has been overheard joking in a telephone 
conversation about Paulsson “self-destructing”. 
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From the archives 


20 years ago 
August 1984 


British Nazis not 
welcome at 
Diksmuide 
Euro-bash 


Britain's nazis are fast gaining 
an international reputation as 
losers in both the political and 
social senses. This year’s 
annual gathering of 50, O00 
Flemish nationalists at 
Diksmuide in Belgium was 
joined by fewer real nazis than 
] in many recent years. 

With the demise of both the 
League of St George and 
British Movement it was left 
to a few individual hardliners 
to turn up, along with a squad of fifty moronic National Fronters. 

The NF contingent were asked to set up camp well away from the rest of 
the assembled nationalists and their nazi hangers-on. One of the leading 
spokesmen for the Flemings, who organise the ljzerbedavaart in memory of 
their dead of two wars — the ones killed between 1939 and 1945 were SS 
volunteers fighting for Hitler and an independent Flemish state — and to 
renew Calls for an independent Flanders, spoke out very clearly about the 
problems the British visitors caused. 











10 years ago 
August 1994 


1 Yet another bomb exploded 
in Austria on the night of 
27 June. This time the target 
| was the building of the state 
court in Graz, Styria and 
damage was considerable. 
The ‘unknown’ perpetrators 
used a_ highly specialised 
electronic detonator which 
ignited the plastic explosive 
B nitro-penta, which is com- 
monly used in former East 
Germany and Croatia. 

As soon as news of the 
bombing leaked out, the 
Austrian Socialist Interior 
Minister Frank Léschnak rushed to deny that it had anything to do with the 
Nazis. This is nothing new. Last December when ten letter bombs were sent, 
seriously wounding five people including the mayor of Vienna, Loschnak 
whipped up a campaign suggesting that guest workers from former Yugoslavia 
were responsible. In the end only massive media pressure brought the real 
bombers to light: Nazis from the Volkstreue Ausserparlamentarische 
Opposition (VAPO), whose leader, Gottfried Kussel, is currently in prison. 
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